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SUSAN WAKIL AO CHAIR OF EDUCATION

PRE AND POST VISIT
LESSON PLANS
We are looking forward to welcoming you and your students to the Sydney Jewish Museum.
In order that students get the most out of their visit, it is important that they are aware of what to expect
on their excursion. This resource provides a 1-hour pre-visit lesson plan and 30-minute post-visit debrief.
The former is focused on setting student expectations as well as knowledge assessment, knowledge
synthesis, and critical thinking. The post-visit debrief is focused on both interpersonal and intrapersonal
meaning making.

Half corner

PRE-VISIT LESSON PLAN
TIME

ACTIVITY

MATERIALS

IMPORTANT POINTS/INSTRUCTIONS

OBJECTIVE

5-10
mins

Explanation
of Excursion

None

There are some important points of information that
students should be aware of before arriving at the museum.
This includes what to (and not to) bring, behavioral
expectations, and potential triggers:

Logistical
Preparation

Bags
We have limited storage for bags, we ask that students
minimize their baggage. If students bring their lunch to eat in
the park before/after their visit, we ask that they do so in
small bags so that several can fit in each locker.
The museum does have security and students should be ready
to consent to a bag search.

Particulars
Students do not need to bring anything in particular in order
to participate in the program.

Photography
Photographs may be taken inside the museum (no flash).
There is to be no filming of the inside or outside of the
museum building.

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS
The Sydney Jewish Museum is a place of enquiry and learning,
but it is also a memorial to victims of the Holocaust. As such:
- The expectation is that students will conduct themselves
respectfully and engage with the program at all times, and
that this is supported by attending teachers;
- Mobile phones are to be switched off or placed on silent;
- No food or drink should be consumed in exhibition.
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Assessing
and
Managing
Student
Expectations

Explanation
of Excursion
continued.

TRIGGER WARNING
All of our programs are tailored by year group to the
developmental stage of students.
However, there is some material within the Museum program
that raises content that may be distressing for some students.
It is important that students are aware of the presence of
such material prior to their visit. Students are encouraged to
seek out aid from teachers or Museum staff should they feel
distressed or unwell at any point during their visit

MEETING A HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
Meeting a Holocaust survivor is an amazing experience for
students.
As survivors of traumatic experiences, sharing their wartime
experience is not an easy thing and it is important to
remember that our survivors are also ageing. You will find
that survivors exhibit a range of emotions from joy to
sadness, anger to disillusionment.
We ask that students show the utmost respect to survivors
and, in particular, ask questions during the allocated time in
this part of the excursion.
Questions are critically important to our survivors. It shows
them that their story has been heard and engaged with.

15-20
mins

Anticipation

Classroom board
and board
markers.

Post-it-notes
(opt.)

Activity 1: Anticipation
Anticipation is an activity asks students to express their
opinions and ideas before they delve into a particular idea,
example, or experience. In this format, a broad question is be
presented on the classroom board for students to which
students can respond. In this case, two questions are
important prior to your visit:
1.
2.

What do you expect to encounter at the Sydney
Jewish Museum?
What questions do you want to ask the Holocaust
survivor you will meet?

1. Preparation
- Each student will need access to a marker or post-it-notes
and a pen.
- Present questions.

2. Response
- Ask students to write down responses on the board (or on
post-it-notes that can be stuck to the board). They can
write as many as they choose.

3. Discussion
- Discuss responses in order to manage expectations and
prepare appropriate questions for the Holocaust survivor.
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Assessing and
Managing
Student
Expectations

Activity 2: Exhibition
20-30
mins

Exhibition

Attached stimuli.
Individual writing
materials.

In an exhibition, students explore multiple stimuli that are
displayed as a gallery wall in an exhibition. We have provided
you with four photographs as well as a caption for each
image (at the end of this resource pack)

1. Preparation
- Display provided photographs around the classroom
without the captions.

2. Explore
- Give students some time to walk around the exhibition.
- At each source, ask students to answer the following for
each photograph:
- What can you tell about the person in the
photograph?
- What do you think the connection is to the
item they are holding?
- What questions are you left asking?

3. Discussion
- Ask students to report back on each image in a class
discussion.

4. Reveal
- Reveal the captions, reading them to the class, and discuss.
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Knowledge
Assessment
Knowledge
Synthesis
Critical
Thinking

SYDNEY JEWISH MUSEUM
SUSAN WAKIL AO CHAIR OF EDUCATION

POST-VISIT DEBRIEF

TIME

ACTIVITY

MATERIALS

20-30
minutes

Affinity
Grouping

Classroom
board, pens
and post-itnotes.

IMPORTANT POINTS/INSTRUCTIONS

Activity 1: Affinity Grouping
Affinity grouping allows students to individually reflect
on an experience whilst also making meaning as part of
a class cohort.

1. Preparation
- Each student will need post-it-notes and a pen.

2. Response
- Ask students to write down words or phrases (one
per post-it-note) that encapsulate their response to
what they encountered at the Museum. They can write
as many as they choose.

3. Discussion

w

- In a group discussion, students are to group together
like-minded responses and discuss.
- To begin, ask one student (or the teacher) to stick
response on the board (or a wall), explaining why they
wrote that down.
- Students with similar responses can group together
their notes with the original, each explaining their own
reasoning.
- Ask a different student to volunteer another post-itnote to start another group.
- If a note arises with no similarities, place to the side
of the board to discuss later. It is important to discuss
the notes for which there is not large group as these
outliers will raise further nuanced understanding of the
experience.
- Continue until all the post-it-notes are grouped up on
the board.

Professional Development

For our upcoming PD opportunities visit our website: sydneyjewishmuseum.com.au
© Sydney Jewish Museum

OBJECTIVE

Meaning
Making
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