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Overview
The SJM is an enterprise that has the 
support of the entire Jewish community, 
whether religious or secular, involved 
or passive, whether their interests are 
intellectual or cultural. 

The SJM has as its underpinning the study and 
preservation of the memory of the Holocaust 
and the teaching and discussion of its moral 
and ethical lessons. It is also a window for the 
wider community into the Jewish community 
and provides a forum for people to discuss and 
interact in the context of those core subjects. 

The SJM intends to become the major hub 
for cultural interchange between the Jewish 
and the wider Australian community; to expand 
its educational activities, both for adults and 
students; and to become a major educational 
resource on matters pertaining to the Holocaust, 
ethical issues and human rights. The Museum 
regularly hosts functions and events attended 
by a wide range of people who meet to debate, 
discuss and exchange views.

The challenge
The American museologist, Brigitte Sion, has 
written on the need for museums generally, and 
Jewish museums in particular, to remain relevant 
by not limiting themselves to a repository role. 
To be sustainable, they must be dynamic and not 
anchored solely in the past. 

The SJM is responding to this exigency in 
several ways. It will:
•	 Focus on the education of school students.
•	 Universalise the Jewish Holocaust experience 

while preserving focus on its historical 
uniqueness.

•	 Engage with individuals of diverse 
backgrounds and knowledge in promoting 
personal responsibility for social inclusion, 
democracy, equality and peace.

•	 Interpret the Jewish experience through the 
lens of migration and cultural diversity.

•	 De-mystify Judaism by providing a window 
into the Jewish community.

•	 Become a major hub in Sydney’s cultural and 
intellectual life.

•	 Become self sustaining economically and 
otherwise.

The need
Holocaust deniers have been active ever since 
the beginning of the Shoah and, notwithstanding 
defeats in courts of law (e.g. Deborah Lipstadt’s 
victory over David Irving), their numbers and 
activities continue to grow. Holocaust denial is 
now a recognised tool in the kit of antisemites.

There is therefore a need to personalise the 
Shoah, to preserve the memory of its victims and 
survivors, in order to expose Holocaust denial for 
the sham it is. This need is acute as the survivor 
generation is rapidly diminishing.

We need courage to draw lessons from the 
Holocaust, even by comparing some aspects of 
it with other human rights violations. When the 
facts are clear, we must not be afraid to stand up 
for other victims.

There is a more general context for the need 
to address issues of rights and responsibilities, 
understanding and tolerance. Due mainly to the 
internet and ease of global communications, 
many societies in the modern world are, to some 
extent, multicultural. It is more important than 
ever for people to reach out to each other, and 
for each group to provide a window into its own 
community, to build confidence and trust.

The danger
It is undoubtedly the case that in today’s world 
human rights is a hotly contested arena. The World 
Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance held in 
Durban in 2001, was conceived by the UN in good 
faith, but it became arguably the largest openly 
antisemitic hate fest since WWII. The UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights at the time, Mary 
Robinson, not a friend of Israel, said that, “there 
was horrible antisemitism present,” but failed to 
make any impact to mitigate this. That conference 

Prof Gus Lehrer AM FAA
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with integrity, give our opponents a good hearing, 
even if they do not reciprocate, and present facts 
with evidence and not aggression. If we submit 
to the bullying of people who do not wish to hear 
our case, the world would be the poorer for it.

The museum now and tomorrow
I shall briefly deal with the museum as it currently 
is, and its trajectory into the future.

The schools education program. We currently 
educate approximately 25,000 school students 
annually. To fulfill the objective of educating all 
NSW school students, the program would have 
to increase to about 70,000 students. This would 
entail increasing the in-house program to 35,000-
40,000, as well as creating an outreach program 
extending into remote areas of NSW. 

Updating the permanent exhibition space. The 
recent refurbishment has three main features. It 
introduces modern technology to enhance the 
museum experience; technology is applied to give 
a permanent voice to a dwindling population of 
survivors who have been the heart and soul of 
the museum for 25 years; and the incorporation 
of a new Holocaust and Human Rights section. 
This program of refurbishment must continue to 
reflect the objectives of the Museum. 

spawned the BDS movement, which is 
reminiscent of the European movement of the 
1930s to boycott Jewish businesses and to deny 
the very human rights they purport to champion.

Much modern political discourse is couched in 
a faux version of the language of human rights. 
This vocabulary is used to assign the status 
of victimhood to one group, and oppressor to 
another. Those allegedly supporting the ‘victims’ 
generally do not accord to people who disagree 
with them even the right to express their view.

Facts are disputed and distorted, but any 
challenge is dismissed as unworthy of receiving 
a hearing. Gone are the days when opponents 
will defend your right to disagree with them. Lord 
Sacks, former Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, wrote: 
Human rights have become the language of the 
new antisemitism. 

In such a world, should the Sydney Jewish 
Museum enter the marketplace of human rights 
which has become debased and compromised? 
The answer is that we have no choice but to do 
so. In our discussion of human rights, we shall 
include consideration of human responsibilities. 

It is facile to simply state that one person’s 
rights should prevail regardless. A consideration 
of responsibilities could lead to a different 
perspective in the discourse on human rights. We 
shall attempt to deal with potential controversies 
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in Education and Curatorial issues. The 
effective running of the volunteer program, 
involving almost 300 volunteers, should be 
given full attention.

2.	 Economic sustainability. The greatest 
economic threat to the SJM’s sustainability 
is its large annual operating deficit. After 
investment income and its JCA allocation 
(assumed to be approximately $800K in 
2017-18), this deficit is in the order of $750K 
annually. To achieve sustainability, the SJM 
must implement three items of strategy:
a.	 Plan for the museum to own the site from 

which it operates.
b.	 Build up the endowment fund to more than 

$40m, so even a conservative investment 
strategy suffices to cover the deficit.

c.	 Continue to make efforts to achieve 
recurrent government funding.

Summary
To remain relevant, visible and economically 
sustainable, the SJM must be dynamic in its 
implementation of the broad vision encompassed 
in the ideas outlined. It must add to its narrative 
an inspirational message for the future. 
Discussion of Human Rights and Responsibilities 
and the Jewish experience will act as a launching 
pad for discussions of cultural diversity. Programs 
should be implemented with care, and integrity 
should not be compromised. 

The first 25 years have brought the Sydney 
Jewish Museum far further than its founders 
would have dreamed. It is well placed to realise 
bold ambitions for the next 25 years. 

In conclusion, I extend my thanks to the 
Members of the Board for their support and 
commitment to the Museum. My thanks also 
to Norman Seligman, CEO and the dedicated 
members of his staff who have ensured the 
continued growth and success of the Museum. 
Kol Ha’Kavod to the many volunteers who give so 
generously of their time.

My heartfelt thanks goes to the Holocaust 
Survivors who are a daily inspiration to all at the 
Sydney Jewish Museum. sjm

Temporary exhibitions. These serve to keep the 
offerings of the Museum fresh, and to provide 
colour and variety for visitors. Subjects can be as 
diverse as communication between those in camps 
or hiding and the outside world, Signs of Life, and 
the rag trade in Sydney, Dressing Sydney.

Links with other institutions. It is essential 
that the SJM retains its eminence as a centre 
for Holocaust and related studies. Contact with 
international institutions with similar objectives 
is essential for this. Currently we have close links 
with Yad Vashem, the Washington Holocaust 
Museum, The Auschwitz Museum, Sydney 
University and other institutions.

Cultural activities. The public program of 
more than 90 events held annually proves there 
is further potential for the SJM to enhance 
its role as a hub for cultural and intellectual 
activity. Functions held at off-site venues, which 
incorporate a museum visit, could become a 
feature of this program.

Opinion-makers visits. As a consequence of the 
universalisation described above, politicians and 
journalists already have an interest in the SJM. 
Hosting visits by important opinion leaders will 
contribute to the security of the Jewish Community.

Museum sustainability. There are two aspects to 
the Museum’s continued sustainability.
1.	 Human capital. The museum depends on 

many people for its continued success. The 
Board is continually renewed, and should 
have representatives from several generations 
to ensure its continuing effectiveness. Over 
the years the average age of Museum board 
members has reduced by almost 15 years 
and there is a core of varying ages working 
effectively together. 

Key personnel are also vital for the effective 
running of the Museum. Succession planning 
for the Board, the CEO and other senior staff 
is vital, as is maintenance of the desirability of 
the Museum as a workplace for professionals 

Prof Gus Lehrer AM FAA
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Discover the ultimate 
in aged care living 
Cranbrook Care’s family of premier 
aged care residences are architecturally 
designed, situated in idyllic locations and 
provide our residents with excellence in 
care and services.
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Multi award winning aged care 
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Harbour, setting new standards  
in residential aged care.

Call 9953 0000

Bella Vista, Hills District

A brand new state of the art  
aged care residence overlooking  
the picturesque Castle Hill  
Country Club Golf Course.

Call 9672 6155

Abbotsford, Inner West

A brand new state of the  
art aged care residence,  
idyllically located on the 
waterfront.

Call 9712 0100

Kanwal, Central Coast

Modern aged care  
residence with a peaceful  
setting amongst the trees  
and gardens. 

Call 4392 4111

For more information on our residences or our private in-home care services, visit cranbrookcare.com.au
The Bauer Family is proud to support the Sydney Jewish Museum.
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Norman Seligman CEO

A Message from the CEO

25th anniversary
As we celebrate our 25th anniversary, 
it is important to remember the driving 
forces that gave rise to our creation. 

One such force was a desire by the generation of 
Holocaust survivors who came to Australia. They 
were determined to remember and honour those 
who were murdered during the Holocaust. Even 
before the Museum opened in 1992, they had been 
meeting, telling their stories and gathering artefacts.

Another force was the founder of the Museum, 
the late John Saunders AO, whose generosity 
enabled survivors’ dreams to become a reality. 
He was influenced and assisted in this endeavour 
by the Australian Association of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors together with the Australian Institute of 
Holocaust Studies, members of the community, 
including the Museum’s President, Prof Gus 
Lehrer AM, and Holocaust survivors already active 
in Holocaust education and commemoration. 

The year that was
It has been a remarkable year at the Museum and 
I am pleased to report on some of the highlights.

After five years of community consultation, 
academic research, curation and creative 
development, the upgrade of our Holocaust 
exhibition was completed in December 2016 and 
officially opened by the Prime Minister, The Hon.
Malcolm Turnbull MP on 19 March 2017. We 
continue to receive overwhelmingly positive 
responses from Museum visitors, with many saying 
that our Museum is amongst the best in the world. 

The final part of our refurbishment, the 
Holocaust and Human Rights section, is due for 
completion by the end of January 2018.

Education
Education remains our most important mission. 

Following record visitor numbers of 48,000 in 
2015, including nearly 25,000 school students, 
visitor numbers slowed while we were partially 
closed for most of 2016 for our upgrade. We 
are now back on track and expect a new high 

in student attendances in 2017, together with 
around 25,000 adult visitors.

While the Holocaust is included in the NSW 
Curriculum, it is important to note that teachers 
have a choice of the extent to which the Holocaust 
is covered. We are actively involved in teacher 
training programs which have attracted nearly 
300 teachers in the past year, including teachers 
from the Brisbane and Cairns Catholic Education 
Department as well as Anglican Schools teachers 
in Perth.

Our Professional and Community Education 
programs have seen excellent growth in the 
past 12 months, including health and aged 
care providers, police, military personnel, and 
interfaith groups. Many programs have also been 
delivered at client premises.

The Museum upgrade necessitated intensive 
education for all our existing guides and in 
addition I am very pleased to report that 50 new 
guides, our highest group ever, are in the process 
of completing their training. This ensures the 
Museum’s capacity to handle an increasingly 
larger number of student visitors. 

Exhibitions and events
Temporary exhibitions are an important 
attraction for new and repeat visitors to the 
Museum. We have had six exhibitions over the 
past 12 months including: Closer: Portraits of 
Survival – a powerful photographic exhibition 
by Katherine Griffiths of 44 Holocaust survivor 
volunteers and their precious artefacts; I am My 
Brother’s Keeper – an exhibition in partnership 
with Yad Vashem which profiled non-Jewish 
heroes, the Righteous Among the Nations, 
who risked their lives to save Jews during the 
Holocaust; In their steps: the Australian Light Horse 
and the Anzac Trail – an exhibition in partnership 
with JNF marking the centenary at Beersheba, of 
one of the most famous horse mounted battles 
of all time, and Standing Up – a photography 
exhibit which featured Jewish humanitarians and 
philanthropists who have devoted their lives to 
promoting the welfare of others.

Our Public Programs Committee held a range 
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of innovative, thought-provoking events including 
public lectures, functions in support of temporary 
exhibitions, book launches, movie screenings, 
cultural events and community functions.

A series of well-attended Holocaust 
Commemorative events were organised jointly by 
the Museum, the Australian Association of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors and Descendants and the 
NSW Jewish Board of Deputies. The Museum also 
worked with NAJEX in hosting annual Anzac Day 
and Remembrance Day ceremonies.

Survivor stories
One of the privileges of working at the Sydney 
Jewish Museum is getting to know and work 
closely with Holocaust survivors. We are in awe 
of those we have come to know so well and 
saddened that many are no longer with us. It is 
extremely difficult to comprehend the hardship 
and tragedy they experienced, both physically 
and emotionally, and I admire the way in which 
they rebuilt their shattered lives and the positive 
messages with which they inspire us. I speak 
for the Board members, staff and volunteers at 
the Museum when I say that the survivors are 
treasured like our own family members. The life 
lessons we learn from these remarkable people 
are also noted in the letters of thanks they receive 
from grateful visitors, adults and students alike.

The voices and stories of Holocaust survivors 
have been at the forefront of the Museum since 
its inception, and we are extremely fortunate 
that there are many Holocaust survivors who still 
address school students and Museum visitors 
daily. We have implemented a mobile app as part 
of our Holocaust exhibition upgrade, to keep their 

stories alive and to deliver their voices throughout 
the Museum. Over the years, the Museum has 
remained a space where individuals from different 
backgrounds can learn about one another, a place 
of remembrance and commemoration, where 
the memories are honoured and where history is 
researched.

In closing 
Despite our success, we cannot be complacent. 
We have to protect our future and ensure the 
long-term financial viability of this exceptional 
Museum. We do not receive any operational 
government funding and therefore rely heavily 
on community funding. We continue to operate 
at a deficit and need to grow our Endowment 
Fund to a level where the income allows us to 
fund operations without utilising capital. I urge 
every one of you to consider making a bequest or 
endowment to the Museum, thereby ensuring the 
continuity of our valuable work.

We are proud members of the Jewish 
Communal Appeal and I would like to pay tribute 
to them for their ongoing financial support and 
guidance. Thank you to our patrons, members 
and donors for your generous and much 
appreciated support and especially our major 
donors who have been profiled in this yearbook. 

Thank you to our active Museum Board, the 
hard working and loyal Museum staff, and the 
nearly 300 dedicated volunteers who selflessly 
assist in so many ways and without whom we 
simply could not function as effectively.

The Museum family can indeed be proud of 
what has been accomplished and look forward to 
even greater achievements in the next 25 years. sjm
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Jackie French AM Author

1500 Words

thanks to the community and he asked me to 
go to the Jewish Museum, to tell them how one 
soldier’s life had been altered.

This Museum has changed my life too. 
Each time I have visited, it has given me a 

profound gift that I did not expect. On one visit, 
I met with Holocaust survivor Olga Horak, who 
had recently suffered an enormous personal 
tragedy. Yet she was still giving unconditionally to 
thousands of young students. “Doing this keeps 
me going,” she said. From Olga I learned that 
when tragedy strikes, doing good for others, with 
no thought of praise or reward, does give you 
strength to keep on going.

On my last visit, I had the extraordinary 
privilege of speaking to Holocaust survivors who 
told me that forgiveness is necessary, otherwise 
hate consumes too much of your life. I knew the 
necessity of forgiveness in theory, but felt unable 
to forgive what had been done to me when I was 
young. But that morning they taught me that 
sometimes, perhaps every day, one should wake 
up and forgive again, year after year.

 If these extraordinary people who survived 
possibly the greatest and most sustained hatred 
the world has ever seen can forgive, surely I 
should be able to do that too … and now I do.

It is impossible to quantify how much the 
Jewish Museum has changed my life. The Museum 
preserves stories, and stories matter. Information, 
moral judgements, are best transmitted in story 
form. In every story you live the life of every 
person in it, just for a while. A story means you 
understand not just yourself, but others, a little 
more.

Stories from the past matter, they tell us 
that, yes, bad things happen but as a species, 
if not always individually, we can survive them, 
surmount them, change them. Even during the 
worst of times there can be love and beauty. 

Most people believe that tomorrow will be like 
today, and mostly it will be. But one day it may 
not be. The stories of history give us not just the 
strength but the imagination and experience to 

The year before dad died  
he told me a story…

Dad enlisted in World War ll on his 
18th birthday. He was at the railway 
station ready to embark to fight 
in New Guinea when he collapsed 
with a ruptured appendix. Both his 
enlistment and the burst appendix 
almost certainly saved his life. Not 
only was there a doctor next to him 
when he lost consciousness, but the 
friends he’d been with would die in 
their first days in battle.

Four months later he was released from hospital 
and given what he described as the lowliest 
possible job in the armed forces for a man not 
even fit enough to lift a box of paper: night 
sentry duty at the Sydney Barracks, ending at 
4 a.m. There was not much doing at 4 a.m. in 
Sydney – or, rather, there was a lot, but not for a 
nice Presbyterian boy. He ended up at the Anzac 
Buffet, drinking tea and eating toast. After three 
nights one of the women told him to stop just 
sitting there and to come and help.

Every night he joined the women of the 
kitchen, buttering bread and making sandwiches. 
He said it saved his sanity and possibly his life. 
With uncles in prisoner-of-war camps and many 
friends dead, survivor guilt was biting deeply. At 
the Anzac Buffet, he was at least doing something 
useful. He told me this only after I had mentioned 
seeing the plaque where the Buffet had been and 
finding out at the Sydney Jewish Museum about 
the women who had run it. “I never knew that 
they were Jewish,” Dad said wonderingly. “In all 
that time they never told me.”

Dad had a wide experience of people doing 
good in the name of religion, but they usually 
made it very clear what religion they were doing 
it for. He was too frail to travel to Sydney to give 
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visit, I will be given more.
This is how the book ends:

I am Johannes. I am a man of love, not hate. 
I love my wife, my children, my friends, my 
patients. I feel the love spread from my hands 
across the world, to join the hands of others. I 
tell the story of the ogre too, the one called Mr 
Hitler. 

There in the park, with my family and my 
friends, the ogre is dead at last, for me, for Frau 
Timmins, and for Helga. But others have had to 
carry him in their hearts all their lives. When an 
ogre swallows you it is not easy to be free.

The world has many ogres. Some, like Mr 
Hitler, do not even know that they are ogres, but 
dream they are the hero of the story. 

I have learned this in the years since I was ten 
years old: when you see injustice, stand beside 
each other and seize your spears. My spears 
are made of words. Yours may be different. But 
do not hesitate or look away. If too many look 
away, the ogres win. To be most deeply human 
we must risk our lives for others. Only when we 
stand together can we be truly free. 

It is not easy fighting ogres. No one who fights 
an ogre comes away unscarred, even if you 
cannot see the wounds. And so you owe the ogre 
hunters this. 

When the ogre has been vanquished, sit down 
upon the quiet earth and try to understand the 
ogre’s anguish and his twisted fear. Only by 
understanding can we stop them rising in our 
midst.

When you understand, forgive.
And then stand up, and live. 
Live well.

To the Sydney Jewish Museum, for this, and for 
so much more that you have given myself and my 
family, and uncounted others, 1500 words is not 
enough to thank you.

Perhaps I just should have written ‘thank you’ 
1500 times. 

Wishing You Millennia of Happy Returns. sjm

survive, to fight or just to cope. The more of the 
past the story contains, the more profoundly it 
matters. The Jewish Museum’s story covers a very 
long past indeed. Unlike many museums, at its 
heart are the recorded words of those who have 
lived the history, not just read about or deduced 
it. We are all history, each one of us will leave a 
shadow. The Museum helps us to make our legacy 
good.

Each year, at the Museum, I tell an audience 
of young people from diverse backgrounds, the 
story of a boy in World War II – a boy who had 
had his family, even his identity, taken from him 
by the Nazis. The boy has a choice: he can kill a 
helpless supporter enemy or save the man’s life. 
What should he choose? Which is more powerful, 
kindness or hate? Every single young person 
has voted for kindness over hate. Without the 
Museum, they may never have thought about the 
questions or made that explicit choice.

There are so many stories. Not those already 
held in the Museum, given to those who visit it, 
but all the stories they will continue to collect as 
our history keeps on threading into the future. 

I was asked for 1500 words on the Museum, 
but, really, only a handful is needed. ‘The Jewish 
Museum gives us our past. This matters, deeply 
and profoundly.’ It also gives it with a combination 
of deep, professional curatorship and personal 
commitment that may be unequalled. 

I will finish with another story, of a boy from 
a well-educated family, who visited the Museum 
with his school. He returned home shocked. 
“I never knew about the Holocaust,” he said. 
“I never knew.” “Of course you knew,” his mother 
answered. “We told you, we gave you the books.” 
He shook his head, “But I didn’t understand until 
today,” he said. “Until I heard the voices, I didn’t 
understand.” His life too was changed forever.

In October I launched my latest book at the 
Museum. This book is possibly the best and most 
important I have written. It is also entirely a gift 
of the extraordinary people who volunteer there. 
The greatest gift perhaps the Museum has yet 
given me, though I suspect that still, with every 

There are so 
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the future. 
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Robert Schneider Development Director

 
Pillars of the Museum

The ‘Pillars of the Museum’

Greg and Kathy Shand
Kathy and Greg Shand have a long history 
of working for and supporting the Jewish 
community. 

Kathy served on the boards of many prominent 
organisations including the Sydney Children’s 
Hospital Foundation, the Royal Hospital for 
Women Foundation and, together with her sister 
Roxanne, was the owner and publisher of the 
Australian Jewish News for close to 20 years. 
Currently Kathy heads the area of community 
engagement for JCA and is a member of the 
Executive Committee of JCA.

Greg spent many years working for JCA with 
roles including chairing various committees, 
running JCA projects, contributing to the shape 
and operation of our communal organisations 
and also serving as a JCA non-trustee governor.

Through Greg’s work for our community, he 
felt that there was a need to re-examine the way 
our community is funded and, in particular, to 
address the need of our communal organisations 
to have more secure and long-term funding. 
This led to Greg’s role in establishing ‘The Giving 
Forum’ some two years ago. Consistent with their 
objective, it was Kathy and Greg’s initiative to 
take the lead in driving the ‘Pillars of the Museum’ 
concept by committing a substantial amount to 
the Museum’s endowment fund. Income from 
this fund will go a long way to covering the deficit 
in operating costs, and enable us to continue to 
present the Jewish story to the broader Australian 
community in ever increasing numbers.

“Our aim was to really make a difference to the 
sustainability of the Museum, so we developed 
a proposal to submit to its Board. We were not 
asked, it was just something we wanted to do. We 
wanted to make sure that our support would have 
an impact so, as part of our proposal we wanted 
other donors to join us, which is something 
that the Museum organised. We also attached a 
number of conditions related to the operations 
of the Museum and its governance. Finally, we 

No cultural institution of the 
calibre of the Sydney Jewish 
Museum can survive purely on 
entrance fees and membership 
subscriptions alone and, since we 
do not receive any government 
funding towards our operating 
costs, the Museum is reliant on the 
generosity of donors to help make 
ends meet.

This year, the Museum has been extremely 
fortunate to be the beneficiary of some 
substantial donations towards our endowment 
fund and also towards specific projects. In 
addition, we have received major bequests from 
two estates, all of which we acknowledge with 
deep gratitude. 

Leading the way has been a group of donors, 
spearheaded by the example and initiative 
of Kathy and Greg Shand, who committed a 
substantial donation to the Museum provided 
it was able to secure a matching amount. Our 
indefatigable President, Prof Gus Lehrer, not only 
accepted the challenge of securing matching 
donors, but he and his wife Nanna, committed 
a generous amount, along with generous 
commitments from Bob and Ruth Magid and Leon 
and Simona Kamenev.

In recognition of the generosity of these four 
families, the Museum has created a special 
category of donors called ‘Pillars of the Museum’. 
Funds will be applied towards enhancing our 
endowment fund in order to ensure our future 
sustainability. The four families are the first 
donors to be recognised in this category, and 
we hope that their fine example of generosity in 
recognising the important role of the Museum, 
and the need to secure this for the benefit of 
future generations, will encourage others to come 
forward and contribute towards ensuring the 
sustainability of this vital community resource – 
the Sydney Jewish Museum.
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grow by $10 million over the next 10 years. The 
Museum salutes them for their contributions to 
our Community and for setting an example that 
we hope many others will emulate.

Leon and Simona Kamenev
When Leon first visited the Museum in 2015, 
he was immediately struck with the poignancy 
of what he saw and, in his inimitable way, 
then and there stated that more creativity was 
needed to better engage younger people in our 
exhibits. Leon assisted with his expertise and 
financial support in creating two magnificent 
new features in the upgraded Museum – the 
electronic map with interactive usage ports, as 
well as the Museum VOICES app which allows 
visitors to hear the voices of survivors at specific 
points throughout the Holocaust exhibitions. 
Leon has not been alone in befriending the 
Museum, as his wife Simona has struck up a very 

wanted to make sure that there would be ‘buy-in’ 
in terms of support from the community generally 
and this is something that we hope will be 
forthcoming. The task of securing the Museum’s 
future is not complete, but we really hope that 
this initiative will place SJM well down the road to 
being financially sustainable.

“As the children of Holocaust survivors, we 
very much see the importance of educating the 
broader Australian community on our history and 
our culture and the Museum plays a critical and 
irreplaceable role in this regard. We really wish 
to acknowledge the role that others have played 
to establish and oversee the management of 
the Museum and we are so happy and fortunate 
to now play our part in securing the Museum’s 
future.”

Through this initiative with the funds 
contributed by the Shands and their partner 
donors, the Museum’s endowment fund will 

 Greg and Kathy Shand.

 Simona and Leon 
Kamenev.

 Nanna and Gus Lehrer.

 Ruth and Bob Magid.
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Bob and Ruth Magid
Bob, a successful businessman and property 
developer, and Ruth are well-known benefactors, 
not only to Jewish and Zionist causes but also to 
the broader community, including their support for 
the uplifting of Aboriginal children, children from 
dysfunctional homes, and for the classical music 
culture in Sydney. As publisher of the Australian 
Jewish News (AJN), Bob ensures that important 
events and viewpoints are shared with readers far 
and wide, and Bob himself often expresses his 
profound views in AJN and other media.

Ruth has been a Volunteer Guide at the Museum 
for many years and her groups have been 
extremely fortunate to gain from her knowledge 
and the manner in which she shares the 
Holocaust and other Museum highlights with 
them. The Magids have been longstanding donors 
to the SJM, but it seems that their generosity 
knows no bounds, as they join with the other 
three families in becoming ‘Pillars of the Museum’.

In their words: “We have supported the Sydney 
Jewish Museum for many years because of our 
belief that it is critically important to keep alive 
the memory of the Holocaust, to teach the history 
of institutionalised racism and hatred that caused 
the destruction of millions, in the profound hope 
that such knowledge will prevent a recurrence 
directed against any group in our society and 
indeed the world. We wish to undermine the 
efforts of antisemites and Holocaust deniers. We 
want to be part of a collective effort to explain 
basic Judaism to all comers and make the 
Museum a place of open discussion, warmth and 
inclusiveness.”

It is the hope of the Lehrers and the other 
three families, that more donors will follow their 
example and our other generous benefactors, 
both past and present, to help the Museum 
ensure its sustainability into the future, by 
continuing to fund our projects and in particular, 
the endowment fund. This is an essential tool in 
our efforts to plug the gap in our operating costs 
that cannot be met through normal sources of 
income. sjm

warm relationship with Olga Horak, one of our 
esteemed Survivors who, like Simona, was born in 
Czechoslovakia. The two meet on a regular basis 
and on a recent trip back home, Simona went 
especially to find the building in which Olga had 
lived prior to the Holocaust. She also brought 
back photographs of the area and the village from 
where Olga’s grandparents hailed.

We are very grateful to Leon and Simona for 
rising to the challenge set by the Shand family 
and committing a further substantial donation to 
the Museum. The Kamenevs say: “The Museum 
reminds us of the horrors that occurred in Europe 
during the Second World War – horrors that 
should never be allowed to happen again. We 
support the Museum in its efforts to educate 
future generations on the need for mutual respect 
and tolerance, and we hope that the Museum will 
grow from strength to strength.” 

Gus and Nanna Lehrer 
The name of the Lehrer family is indelibly linked 
with the Sydney Jewish Museum going back to 
1992 when the late Leon and Genia Lehrer were 
among the founding members and generous 
benefactors behind the establishment of the 
Museum, and their son Gus was intimately involved 
in its planning, design and construction as Chair 
of the Australian Institute of Holocaust Studies. 

It is fitting that, 25 years later, the Museum 
should be celebrating its quarter century with 
their son, Prof Gus Lehrer, as our President. 
To quote Gus: “The combination of resources, 
events, personal involvement of a large and 
diverse group of people, dedication to principles 
that affect us all, collectively and individually, and 
an aura of sustainability and permanence, make 
the Sydney Jewish Museum a unique place.”

Gus is not just known for his communal 
involvements, but also for his accomplishments 
in business and in mathematical research. It 
should therefore not come as a surprise to know 
that with maths as his forté, Gus would recognise 
the need to ensure that the Museum’s numbers 
should stack up accordingly. And so the ‘Pillars of 
the Museum’ was born.

Robert Schneider Development Director

 
Pillars of the Museum
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Sarah Haid Research Assistant

Redevelopment, Rights & Remembrance

Building on this foundational research, 
the project team hosted an international 
symposium in February this year. We brought 
together scholars and practitioners from a wide 
range of institutions, disciplines and cultural 
backgrounds. We invited them to share their 
views and experiences relating to the questions 
at the core of the project. The symposium was 
an opportunity to test the ideas that were taking 
shape for our own human rights space.

Following the symposium and drawing on 
background research, intentions for the new 
space crystallised in a concept plan:
•	 It will connect the historic and thematic 

content in the new Permanent Holocaust 
Exhibition to contemporary human rights 
issues, debates and concerns, with an 
emphasis on those issues most pertinent to 
the Australian context.

•	 It will offer a distinctly Australian contribution 
to the growing international interest in, and 
proliferation of, museums focused on human 
rights.

•	 It will function as a ‘learner and self-led’ space 
for all visitors. It will be a place for questioning 
and inquiry.

•	 It will provide space for reflection and 
contemplation by encouraging visitors 
to connect the historical materials to 
contemporary human rights debates and 
violation.1

The concept plan also described the 
exhibition’s content and scope, thus providing a 
touchstone for the development phase. 

The exhibition
The Holocaust and Human Rights space contains 
three major components. 
1.	 Upon entering the space, visitors are presented 

with a timeline of major human rights 
developments and violations, including two 
long vertical screens. The timeline and its 
audiovisual displays chart the evolution of 

1	  Reverberations: The Holocaust and Human Rights – 
Concept Plan, May 2017, p 15. 

The opening of the Holocaust and 
Human Rights exhibition completes 
the Museum narrative, weaving 
together threads and themes from 
our Jewish and Holocaust history 
exhibitions, and culminating (as in real 
life) in the codification of human rights 
norms by the international community.

The exhibition anchors us to the present. At a time 
of social disruption, technological and political 
upheaval, this space offers fresh and diverse 
perspectives, challenging visitors and communities 
to think critically about the roles and responsibilities 
they have in preventing further abuses. 

The process
Years of academic and field research lie at the 
foundations of the Holocaust and Human Rights 
section. This research was funded through an 
Australian Research Council Linkage grant, the 
University of Sydney and the Sydney Jewish 
Museum. The academic members of the project 
team conducted the research in universities, 
libraries, archives and museums, both in Australia 
and across the globe. They sought answers to a 
number of questions: What is the role of human 
rights museums? What opportunities and risks do 
they present? What ‘works’ in these spaces and 
what doesn’t?
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and Human 
Rights section.

 Still from Coming to 
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to democracy and images of atrocity from across 
the globe. We face significant threats, including 
international terror, climate change and volatile 
world markets. We can find ourselves lost in 
competing positions and accounts. At times we 
may wonder: do I have the full picture? To where 
should I turn for guidance on the issues? Am I the 
only one feeling confused or concerned? 

The new human rights space provides a 
counterforce to these overwhelming effects of 
21st century society. It provides a place where 
people are encouraged to come together in 
community, rather than withdraw into isolation. It 
promotes deep, reflective thought, even on topics 
that might prove irresolvable. It offers, not moral 
guidance through human rights, but an objective 
set of standards repeatedly affirmed by the nations 
of the world over the better part of a century.

The creation of this new space feeds into a 
global trend which sees museums increasingly 
engaging with human rights. We are not the only 
ones doing this kind of work, though we are some 
of the first in Australia. The opening of the new 
exhibition is the result of courageous leadership 
and cause for celebration. It will allow the Museum 
to reach new and diverse audiences, bring people 
together and start important conversations. In its 
own modest way, the exhibition will contribute to 
shaping a better world. I am proud to have been a 
part of this project. sjm

international human rights law, genocides and 
atrocity crimes of the 20th and 21st centuries; 
and relevant events in Australian history.

2.	 In the centre of the gallery lies a feature dubbed 
Coming to the Table. Over four large, round 
tabletop projections, visitors can explore 
some of the experiences and issues facing 
particular groups in Australian society: people 
with disabilities, LGBTIQ+ people, refugees 
and asylum seekers and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. 

3.	 The final part of the exhibition is a dynamic 
display, regularly changing to focus on a theme 
of particular topical relevance. Here, visitors 
will be invited to reflect on and respond to 
the material they have just encountered in a 
meaningful way. In the new Holocaust and 
Human Rights space, nuance is not disguised, 
tensions are not obscured and challenges 
are not shied away from. The questions this 
exhibition raises are not easy ones – but there 
is much to be gained by addressing them.

The opportunity
The new Holocaust and Human Rights space 
comes at a crucial time. The world we live in is 
changing. Populations are growing, technology 
is connecting us faster than ever before to each 
other and to world news. The media confronts 
us daily with questions about truth, challenges 

 In the new 
Holocaust and 
Human Rights 
space, nuance 
is not disguised, 
tensions are not 
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Roslyn Sugarman Head Curator

If it is precious to you, we will value it too

evidence of celebration embodies within it the 
tragedy that was unfolding for Hungarian Jews.

Personal photographs and memorabilia have 
been donated by the Sydney Jewish community 
since the inception of the Museum 25 years 
ago. We collect in three main areas – Judaica, 
Australian Jewish history and Holocaust, each 
category providing for extensive collecting 
opportunities. With extensive growth, our 
current holdings number around 9000 items 
and increase annually by 600 to 800 items, each 
carefully documented, researched and preserved, 
safeguarding the community’s heritage.

Pre-war photographs are integral to depicting 
the ‘world that was’, documenting the lives of the 
Jewish world before it was devastated by Nazi 
Germany and collaborators.

One of the most difficult things for curators 
to deal with is the donation of clearly significant 
images and albums of photographs, but of 
unknown people and places. We grapple with 
decisions around disposal or retention of such 
material. I have a fresh approach after meeting 
with curators at the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. 

Even without identification, photographs can 
help the post-war generation of Jews come to 
know the land of their parents and grandparents 
via the landscapes, holiday spots, daily life, way 
of dressing, leisure activities, weddings and other 

I am invariably in awe of the material I 
am privileged to work with at the Sydney 
Jewish Museum. On a daily basis I come 
across an item in our collection that stops 
me in my tracks, such as this photograph 
donated in 1992. With no ‘traditional’ 
white wedding gown to prompt instant 
recognition of the importance of the 
event, it took some time for me to realise 
that the image depicts a bride and groom 
outside the synagogue just minutes after 
their marriage. 

At the wedding of Robert Steiner (later Sardy) and 
Suzanna Mikler, family and friends attending wore 
the yellow Star of David. But Robert, forced by the 
Rabbi to take off his Hungarian army uniform and 
swap it with a friend’s civilian jacket, refused to 
wear the stigmatising star on his wedding day, a 
small act of protest against these discriminating 
measures. Nevertheless, we see him wearing an 
Arbeitslaager (work camp) armband, telling in 
itself. There was no honeymoon for the couple. 
After the ceremony bride and groom separated 
to find safety from imminent danger. One week 
later, the deportation of the Hungarian Jews to 
the death camps began. Thus, this photographic 

 Suzanna and 
Robert Steiner 
wedding, Budapest, 
Hungary, 7 May 1944.

 Leopold Schalit 
courting Frieda 
Mallach, Libau 
beach, Latvia, 1921. 
They married and 
immigrated to 
South Africa in 1927. 
Donated by Ethel 
Davis (daughter).
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gather as much material from survivors and their 
descendants while it is still possible. 

Envisaging that this would vastly increase our 
collection, I successfully applied for a grant from 
the European Holocaust Research Infrastructure 
(EHRI) to investigate how best to manage this 
process. This gave me the opportunity to do 
research at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum 
(USHMM). The USHMM has recently expanded 
their facilities, implicitly suggesting that there 
is a huge amount out there to be collected, 
and I gained this invaluable direction in how to 
proceed with this project. Though officially titled 

events depicted in the images, re-creating the 
lost world and nudging the memory.

We always try to decipher what is written 
on the reverse of an image – a name or date, a 
dedication to the person to whom it was given. 
We look for the stamps of the photo studios, 
an indication of the city or town in which it was 
reproduced.

A photograph could be the only surviving 
memento of a person or the only sample of their 
handwriting. Nevertheless, the fates of many 
will remain unknown and unseen. That is why 
it is preferable for survivors and descendants to 
donate material to the Museum while they are 
able to impart the related history, stories and 
experiences.

There is a diminishing window of opportunity 
to collect from those closely associated with the 
Holocaust and the imperative is to collect now. 
We believe that there is still an abundance of 
material in community hands at risk of remaining 
undiscovered. With this in mind, we have 
embarked on a pro-active collecting campaign to 
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Dale relinquished the last picture taken of her 
father Icek Feldman who, in May 1941, received 
an encouraging letter from the local French 
authorities requesting he report to them, but in 
reality was deported to Pithiviers transit camp, 
and then Auschwitz where he was murdered. 

Accepting large collections pose curators with 
unique challenges. They do not always lay bare 
their story willingly, nor present themselves in 
a linear fashion, as curator Rachel Mensforth 
discovered when she worked on the Kaars 
Collection. It was a complex, multi-layered 
donation, but beyond the initial sorting, we 
found the most incredible narrative, beginning in 
Utrecht, Holland and continuing 40 years later in 
Sydney’s Lower North Shore. 

The large selection of documents, photographs 
and letters was donated by brothers Robert 
and Michael Kaars. It pertains to the life of their 
parents, Netty and Abraham. Both survived the 
Holocaust, but in very different circumstances.

In 1943 Netty’s first husband Jacob Van Praag 
was transported to Auschwitz and murdered. 
Netty and her parents were taken to Vught but, 
not long after, both her mother and father were 
deported to Sobibor where they were murdered. 
Netty was put to work in the Philips Factory, a role 
she attributes to saving her life. When she and the 
other workers were moved to Auschwitz (where 
they adopted the title ‘Philips Transport’) their 

‘Harvesting hidden treasures in the community: 
Advancing the science of proactive collecting’, my 
co-curator, Shannon Biederman, has nicknamed 
the project ‘Searching with Sugarman’.

There are survivors who have no idea that what 
they have saved from this period is relevant to 
others. Our aim is to make them aware of how 
important it is for them to tell their story. Boxes of 
material left to the Museum in a deceased estate 
do not help preserve the legacy of the individuals.

Survivors donate items as they feel they are 
ready to part with them, based on trusting that 
they will be precious to us. Recently Jacqueline 

 Icek Feldman (marked 
with an ‘x’), Pithiviers, 
France, 1941-42. Donated 
by Jacqueline Dale 
(daughter).

 Abraham Kaars false 
ID. Kaars collection.

 Netty Kaars and her 
first husband.

Roslyn Sugarman Head Curator
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to researchers. 
For Abraham and Netty, Australia offered 

hope and distance from the shadow of war. It is 
truly a privilege to work with the Kaars family on 
retelling and preserving this history; it will endure 
as testament to the experience of Sydney’s 
remarkable survivor community. 

One of the valuable lessons that I learned 
during my Fellowship is that everyone in the 
organisation has a role to play in the collecting 
process. Curators will do the intake and the 
processing, and undertake the research as with 
the Kaars Collection, but ‘non-curators’ can help 
source original material in private collections and 
make introductions for the curators to follow up.

In August, Sandra Eldridge produced 
Kindertransport at the Darlinghurst Theatre 
Company and at an accompanying forum, one 
of the guest speakers was Karen Midalia, the 
daughter of a Kindertransport child, Ingrid 
Ehrlich. We asked Karen, “Do you have original 
material from your mum?” She did. Ingrid’s story 
relates specifically to Australia. Ingrid and her 
sister Marion were two of only 17 children sent 
on a children’s transport to Australia in 1939. 
The sisters lived in the Larino Children’s Home 
in Melbourne, an orphanage administered by 
the Australian Jewish Welfare Society, until they 
were reunited with their parents in 1946. The 
artefacts Karen donated are thus truly unique and 
invaluable.

You just never know what you can get if you 
ask. And it never hurts to ask. sjm

special skills were redirected to the Telefunken 
factory, Reichenbach. As the Russians advanced, 
the workers moved from camp to camp and were 
finally liberated in Hamburg. From there, Netty 
and the surviving ‘Philips Transport’ workers 
recovered in Malmo, Sweden.

At about the time Netty was rounded up for 
transport to Vught, Abraham was organising false 
identity documents. For the remainder of the war, 
he was referred to as Johannes Lassooij; both 
his false passport and identity card are now part 
of the Museum collection. He hid in plain site 
until liberation in 1945: “I lost myself among a 
few thousand young Dutchmen forced to work in 
Germany … in part of a large factory with about 
20 boys, we spent the next two years working six 
days a week from 7 to 7.”

Netty’s Shoah Foundation testimony conveys 
her unease with the identity of survivor. Both she 
and Abraham had their tattoos removed before 
immigrating to Australia in 1951. The couple 
immersed themselves in their new life; their 
two boys; their friends. Netty found purpose by 
looking forward, never backward and this is the 
reason she left Holland: “You can’t forget it, that’s 
impossible. But I don’t want to be reminded of it.” 

Interestingly, the past did not always remain 
in the past; some questions came to be asked. 
Netty began researching the fate of her loved 
ones in 1960 and this in turn triggered her 
application for restitution from the companies 
who profited from her work during the war. These 
documents, spanning 40 years, will be invaluable 

 The Lloyd Triestino. 
Kaars collection. 

 Netty and Abraham 
Kaars, post-1950. 
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remainder of 
the war, he 
was referred to 
as Johannes 
Lassooij; both his 
false passport 
and identity card 
are now part 
of the Museum 
collection.
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for various periods of time – a year, five years, and 
many for 25 years! Our surveys show us that every 
visitor encounters at least five volunteers during 
their visit.

What do they these volunteers have in common?
•	 They give their time willingly and generously.
•	 Everyone understands that people’s lives are 

different.
•	 Each one has empathy and the ability to put 

themselves ‘in another person’s shoes’.
•	 They have compassion and care deeply about 

the Museum.
•	 Every volunteer has patience and understands 

that sometimes things may not run smoothly.
•	 Every volunteer is dedicated to the Museum’s 

vision – to inspire, respect and understand 
all individuals within our society, particularly 
relating to the lessons of the Holocaust.

Beginning as a small group, we have grown to 
300 active volunteers assisting in all areas within 
the Museum.

As we mark the Museum’s 25th anniversary, 
we salute all our volunteers, past and present. 
We certainly could not have achieved so much 
without your assistance and commitment.

Thank You! Todah Rabah! sjm

Rony Bognar Volunteer Manager

Thank You to the Volunteers 

 Our surveys 
show us that 
every visitor 
encounters 
at least five 

volunteers 
during their visit.

The Museum’s opening in 1992 saw 
the founder, John Sanders AO, a 
Holocaust survivor himself, make one 
request to the Holocaust survivors: to 
volunteer and share their testimonies 
at the Museum with students and 
visitors. The survivors did then and 
they are still doing so 25 years later! 

Survivor Lotte Weiss recalls: “In the beginning we 
came to the Museum to volunteer and we did not 
know many of the other survivors, but we all got 
on well and over time learnt about each other’s 
histories.”

Eddie Jaku, survivor, recalls: “We felt devoted 
to the Museum from the first day and particularly 
our monthly meetings with John Saunders.”

Olga Horak, survivor, shares: “It was like a 
birth! We stepped over rubble on the Museum 
building site and John Saunders AO involved us in 
everything. It felt natural to participate and Marika 
Weinberger OAM with my husband and I, were at 
the Museum every day. It made us very happy.”

Over the years there have been hundreds of 
people, not only survivors, that have volunteered 
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Nicky Gluch Musicologist & Volunteer

Music & Memory

Two Jewish ‘preachers’ sang of the 
dangers of the sound of silence. They 
knew that without words, there can 
be no understanding, that songs are 
nothing if they go unheard. 

As the sons of Jewish refugees, they knew that 
music is far more than entertainment; that with 
it comes legacy, identity, culture and memory. 
Beware the sound of silence for with it can come 
an end. Embrace, rather, the wonder that is the 
sound of survival.

As a musicologist and occasional conductor, I 
have had much opportunity to contemplate the 
relationship between music and memory. From 
a neurological perspective, the evidence is clear. 
Emotions, especially strong ones, can enhance 
memory processes and, as music is known to 
elicit emotion, music and memory can work hand 
in hand. Within our community, we have become 
quite aware of the power of music to evoke 
memory as revealed in people with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Many of our loved ones who recognise so 
little in their present, are able to sing along to the 
songs of their past. To them, Fred Astaire is alive 
and well. Nurses at the Montefiore have marvelled 
at those who start singing in long-forgotten 
languages. The brain’s paths may be a mystery, 
but it is a mystery that seems coded in song. As 
awareness to this connection is increasing, so 
scientists are investigating whether music might 
be used to enhance brain function. I know no one 
who would not like to see this made true.

To return to Simon and Garfunkel, they were 
the plain speakers when it came to proclaiming 
the need to listen. A generation earlier, Günther 
Anders (born Stern) expressed the same idea in 
far more complex terms. It was probably personal 
differences and not complexity that prevented his 
ideas from coming to light, but contemporary 
scholar, Veit Erlmann, has aided in lifting the veil. 
Anders’ philosophy centres on the idea that Man is 
the only creature who does not have his own niche. 
Where fauna and flora have their world made for 
them, so Man does not. His freedom is thus his 

liability. He is the only creature capable of making 
his own world and so, because of this, he must.

Anders believed that Man could free himself 
from this paradox through listening. To him, 
music was a way to transcend the limitations 
of one’s personal and historical life and enter, 
instead, the realm of identity. Music allows one 
to be both in and out of time, to be oneself and 
simultaneously other. Why, though, does history 
need to be transcended to achieve identity? 
This question becomes particularly pertinent in 
relation to the Sydney Jewish Museum. Why can’t 
a museum just be a site of historical information? 
Why must it be an institute of memory? 

The answer to this question is provided by 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks in the speech he gave 
upon receiving the Templeton prize in 2016. Sacks 
explains that there is an important difference 
between history and memory. “History,” he says, 
is an answer to the question, ‘What happened?’” 
“Memory,” on the other hand, “is an answer to 
the question, ‘Who am I?’” History is about facts, 
memory is about identity … Without memory, 
there is no identity. And without identity, we are 
mere dust on the surface of infinity.”1

Memory is what allows us to connect with the 
past. Through memory we form our identity and 
through identity we pass on a legacy to future 
generations. The success of the Sydney Jewish 
Museum over the past 25 years has been in 
providing this stimulus for memory. It allows each 
of us in the Jewish community to find an answer 
to the question ‘Who am I?’ and it educates 
countless people on the concept of identity. While 
working as the Sunday Manager, I used to delight 
in meeting people who had visited the Museum 
as students and were returning with their own 
children. If the Museum was just a place of facts, 
of historical information, I believe this desire to 
share would be diminished. Facts line the history 
books and the internet has made them available 
at our fingertips. Instead, I believe it is memory 
that they wanted to pass on, for memory is 
something that is beautiful when shared. 

To return to my opening statement and the 
idea that music provides us with legacy, culture, 

 Memory is what 
allows us to 
connect with the 
past. Through 
memory we form 
our identity and 
through identity 
we pass on a 
legacy to future 
generations.

 Within our 
community, we 
have become 
quite aware of 
the power of 
music to evoke 
memory.



I was fortunate enough to attend one of these 
festival concerts. The room was filled with familiar 
faces, members of our community turning out 
in good form. The musicians, however, were as 
diverse as our city. After an organ overture came 
a performance of Kaddish. The Tenor was a man 
with his own rich cultural identity but, on that 
night, standing tall and proud, he delivered, with 
perfect Yiddish pronunciation, a stirring rendition 
of our memorial hymn. This, I thought, is proof 
that we have survived. These are the words of our 
people made music by the mouth of a stranger. In 
this instant, we are all Jews, we are all immigrants 
and we are all Australians. This is us and this is 
who we shall be. sjm 

1	  http://templetonprize.org/pdfs/2016/20160526-
keynote-sacks.pdf

2	  http://music.sydney.edu.au/research/special-research-
events/shadows-rediscovering-jewish-music-theatre/

identity and memory … like Anders, I believe 
music to be a crucial entity for I see something 
unique in its ability to connect us simultaneously 
to our past, present and future. The difference 
between history and memory is that history, once 
recorded, need not change, but memory needs to 
be kept alive. This is where the idea of the sound 
of survival becomes so relevant.

The Museum recently hosted a symposium, 
Performance, Empathy, Trauma and the Archive, 
as part of the Out of the Shadows festival. The 
festival, led in Sydney by Dr Joseph Toltz, brought 
to light rediscovered compositions by Jewish 
refugee composers. The Jews who fled Europe 
before the War or resettled in far-flung places after 
it, brought with them the music of their heritage. 
Some of this music came to light in its day, but much 
of it was ‘stored in archives, hidden in attics, or 
bequeathed to family members’.2 In rediscovering 
the pieces, a lid was lifted on the past. 
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Ariane Schneider Volunteer

Journey to Germany & Poland

The official commencement of the trip began 
with a guided bus tour of the city, introducing 
us to both East and West Berlin and the general 
history of this significant city. Our three days 
in Berlin consisted of visiting many sites of 
significance, including the Wannsee Villa on 
the shores of Lake Havel where the ‘how’ of 
the final solution was decided. It was after this 
infamous meeting that Operation Reinhardt 
commenced and the death camps of Treblinka, 
Belzec and Sobibor were constructed. We visited 
the Berlin Jewish Museum and the Memorial to 
the Murdered Jews of Europe, and other sites of 
commemoration including the Grunewald Station 
from which 55,000 Berlin Jews were deported and 
the Brush Factory of Otto Weidt, a non-Jewish 
manufacturer who is recognised as a Righteous 
Amongst the Nations for his attempts to save 
blind and deaf Jews.

On day four, our group left Berlin and travelled 

From May 21 until June 1, 2017, 
43 people, all associated with the 
Sydney Jewish Museum, travelled 
to Germany and Poland. Many were 
volunteers at the Museum, some 
were members who wished to 
expand their knowledge or family 
history by travelling through the 
landscape in which the Holocaust 
occurred. The aims of the individuals 
on the trip were varied. We were 
guided by Resident Historian, Prof 
Konrad Kwiet and escorted on 
the trip by three members of SJM 
staff, Norman Seligman, CEO; Rony 
Bognar, Volunteer Manager and Marie 
Bonardelli, Educator.

 Visiting Treblinka.

 Memorial at the 
entry gate to Majdanek 
concentration camp.

 Auschwitz.

 Warsaw Cemetery.
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into Poland. Some were confronted by the fact that 
like many before us, we left by train. Most of us spent 
time during that journey thinking about those people – 
leaving their home, with suitcases packed with just the 
essentials, to destinations unknown.

Our time in Poland began in Warsaw where we had 
the opportunity to visit the few surviving synagogues 
(one was used as a stable by the Nazis). We visited 
the Umschlagplatz – from where the Jews of Warsaw 
were deported – and explored what was left of the wall 
which surrounded the ghetto which, during the Nazi 
era, contained almost 500,000 Jews. Our visit to the 
Jewish Historical Centre and the viewing of rare film 
footage allowed us to have a greater understanding of 
the deplorable conditions under which the Jews were 
forced to exist.

The following days were spent visiting more sites 
of Nazi atrocities – the memorial at Treblinka where 
900,000 Jews were murdered and only 67 survived; the 
killing pits outside Tykocin where the entire Jewish 
community was marched into the forest and shot; 
Majdanek, a death camp that stands so complete, it 
could be up and running in 24 hours and of course the 
Auschwitz complex – Auschwitz I and Birkenau. The 
vastness of the camp is unimaginable, extending as far 
as one can see, but even standing there and seeing its 
enormity, it is hard to understand the degradation and 
precise process and intricacy of the murder machine 
that was responsible for the destruction of 1.1 million 
people, one million of whom were Jews. At each site we 
recited Kaddish, lit candles and vowed to remember.

Our trip was informative, allowing those of us who 
are guides to return ready to educate our visitors with 
more personal insights. It was also overwhelming, 
leaving us feeling shattered at times but even more in 
awe of our amazing survivor volunteers who pay 
honour to the dead, by educating future generations 
when retelling their experiences. Our group became 
tightly bonded as they explored past-histories – both 
personal and collective – and examined the impossible-
to-answer question of “Why?”.

Special thanks is owed to the Sydney Jewish 
Museum and their professional staff who crafted an 
informative, educational trip and ensured our wellbeing 
at all times. 

The next trip is being planned for 2019. sjm

The first meeting is at our expense
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The Sydney Jewish 
Museum opened its doors 
on 18 November 1992 after 
more than a decade of 
debate about the need for 
a ‘Jewish’ museum.

At the heart of this was the 
Australian Association of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors. They 
aspired to build an institution in 
the memory of those who were 
murdered during the Holocaust – 
a place in which their stories could 
remain alive for generations to 

1994
The release of Schindler’s List in 
February made 1994 even busier 
than the previous year, bringing an 
influx of visitors wanting to learn 
more after seeing the film. A gala 
charity premiere of the film was 
held, with part of the proceeds 
benefiting the Museum.

Of the many exhibits, the 
creation of the Sanctum of 
Remembrance was the most 
significant. Many survivors have 
no graves to visit and pay their 
respects to loved ones, and this 
became a place in which to do so. 

The Museum won the 
prestigious Award of Distinction 
in the Cultural Tourism Division of 
the 1994 NSW Tourism Awards for 
Excellence.

come, using their past to inspire 
moral and ethical reflection in 
the present. They sought to relay 
their stories with the goal of 
strengthening the democracy 
fundamental to Australian life.

These dreams became a reality 
with the generosity of one survivor, 
John Saunders AO, who realised 
the importance and urgency of 
preserving this history. 

1992
Hundreds attended the opening 
on 18 November 1992. It was 
a particularly emotional and 
exciting event for the survivors 
whose dream was now a reality. 
They finally had a museum, a 
memorial and a home, a place 
to fulfil their sacred duty to 
commemorate and to speak for 
those who never could. 

1993
Thousands came to see the new 
Museum. A dynamic program 
of functions, film screenings 
and lectures, concerts and book 
launches commenced. The first 
school groups came and Project 
Heritage, a program to teach 
Jewish Day school students oral 
history techniques, was launched 
as part of Education Week. 

Shannon Biederman Curator Collections

Sydney Jewish Museum 25 Year Anniversary 
1992–1995

 Construction 
of the SJM.

 Community 
preview of SJM 
plans.

 One of many 
well attended 
public programs.

 John 
Saunders AO, Alex 
Weinberger and 
Sol Schonberger 
affixing the 
mezuzah.

 Survivor Olga 
Horak OAM with 
students.

 Survivors in 
the new Museum.

 Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke 
AC opens the 
resource centre.

 Opening of the 
Sanctum.

 Gala preview 
of Schindler’s List.
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1995

A most extraordinary year in the 
Museum’s history, with many 
events celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of Liberation. The 
highlight of these events was the 
tribute evening at the Sydney 
Opera House. The audience of 
2,000 people were treated to an 
evening of music, a stellar array 
of speakers, both local and from 
overseas – Liberators, Survivors 
and Descendants.

The Resource Centre was 
opened by former Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke AC.

1996 – 1998
Things began to change 
significantly. To this point, the 
Museum had been mainly funded 
by its founder, John Saunders AO, 
but it was time to look outside 
for wider support. This was a 
particularly difficult time for the 
Museum, requiring dramatic 
reduction in staff numbers and 
activities. A new Committee of 
Management was formed as part 
of the process of becoming part of 
the community. In 1998 the SJM 
became the 18th member of the 
Jewish Communal Appeal, the 
NSW Jewish community’s major 
fundraising body.

1999 
Within the Walls: The 
Theresienstadt Ghetto exhibition 
opened – the first major 
temporary exhibition by the 
Museum since 1996. It was also the 
first traveling exhibition. 

A massive hailstorm 
significantly damaged the 

building, forcing the Museum to 
close for a month for repairs. This 
did not deter record numbers of 
people flocking to the Museum to 
see the exhibition. 

2000
In the year 2000 the Museum 
focused on preserving the 
survivors’ testimonies for 
future generations. Project 120 
was launched to videotape 
survivor guides recounting their 
experiences. 

The Museum inaugurated its 
Generation to Generation guide 
training course which focused 
on the twin axes of history and 
memory. Future guides were 
matched with a survivor mentor, 
whose personal story gave 
participants a visceral connection 
to the material studied.

2001
The Crossroads: Shanghai and the 
Jews of China exhibition opened, 
making 2001 a year of exciting 
programs. In Sydney there were 
three other major institutions with 
exhibitions on China allowing for 
many interesting joint ventures 
and a city-wide tour between 
the venues. Events such as the 
Harmony Day Dinner were held 
with the Chinese Australian 
Forum, where an 8-course ‘Kosher 
style’ Chinese banquet was served, 
forging bonds with the Chinese 
community.

2002
The Children’s Memorial, one of 
the most moving spaces in the 
Sydney Jewish Museum, was 
opened. Each year the memorial 

1995–2002

 The first Board 
of Management.

 Within 
the Walls: 
Theresienstadt 
1941-1945 
exhibition.

 Chinese 
Australian forum 
visit Crossroads 
exhibition.

 The opening 
of The Children’s 
Memorial.

 Crossroads: 
Shanghai and 
the Jews of China 
exhibition.
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Despite the disruptions, the 
Museum had a record 10,000 school 
visitors during the calendar year. 

A new program, Health Care 
and the Holocaust was launched 
to help aged care staff understand 
the special needs of survivors. 

2005
The 60th anniversary of Liberation 
saw huge festivities planned. The 
celebrations, including an event, 
Liberation, Life and Lamingtons, 
were held at Moriah College to 
cope with the crowds. Survivors 
were photographed with their 
family. The permanent exhibition 
The Long Journey to Freedom was 
also opened.

2006
2006 was the first year that the 
27th of January officially came 
to be observed as The United 
Nations Holocaust Memorial Day, 
commemorated together with 
the Liberation of Auschwitz at the 
Museum. 

Serniki: Unearthing the 
Holocaust was added to the 
Museum’s permanent exhibition. 
It was unique in that it showed 
Australia’s contribution to the 
forensic archaeology of sourcing 
evidence for the trials of suspected 
war criminals, who had made their 
homes in Australia after World 
War II.

In addition to high school 
Holocaust education programs, 
the Museum launched a series 
of programs for primary school 
students. These consisted of age 
appropriate tours of the Holocaust 
exhibits as well as tailor-made 
workshops on Judaism.

is re-dedicated on Korczak Day, 
commemorating the Jewish 
doctor Janusz Korczak for his 
humanity and self-sacrifice, 
and photographs submitted by 
members of the community are 
added to the Memorial’s wall.

The Museum had a Capital 
Appeal to raise funds for 
infrastructure expansion. A 
successful dinner was held with 
2,000 guests to hear keynote 
speaker Samuel Pisar, Holocaust 
survivor, lawyer and author. 

2003
The Community Stories 
Department was established 
with the aim of giving members 
the opportunity to express their 
individual family histories in 
written form and to create an 
archival collection of the social 
history of the NSW Jewish 
community. Mentoring and a 
range of publishing options 
were offered, as were writing 
workshops, the first of which 
produced the collection Lives Lost, 
Lives Regained.

2004
Building works using money 
raised at the Capital Appeal 
officially commenced. The 
refurbishments included 
classrooms and educational 
facilities, provisions for disabled 
access, new offices, climate 
controlled archival storage 
areas, a guide debriefing room, 
a vastly expanded library and 
resource centre, a new temporary 
exhibition space, new and 
improved public toilets and a new 
café area.

Sydney Jewish Museum 25 Year Anniversary 
2003–2007
Shannon BiedermanShannon Biederman Curator

 First 
Community 
Stories book 
Lives Lost, 
Lives Regained 
launched.

 2002 Capital 
Appeal function

 Scheinberg 
Family photo from 
60th anniversary 
of Liberation.

 First primary 
school programs 
launched.

 First UN 
Holocaust 
Memorial Day 
celebrated at the 
SJM.
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2007–2012

Resident Historian, Prof Konrad 
Kwiet, led a group of 25 on a 
journey through Berlin, Poland 
and Israel celebrating the richness 
of pre-war European Jewish 
life, to remember and mourn 
its destruction and witness its 
regeneration.

2010
The Museum took the opportunity 
of expanding its permanent 
exhibition space with the opening 
of Serving Australia: Jewish 
Contribution in Australian Military 
History.

The Museum was approached 
by the Australian Institute of Police 
Management to develop a program 
for their middle to high-ranking 
police and emergency staff 
enrolled in a Graduate Certificate 
of Executive Management. 

2011
A crucial and long awaited 
addition to the permanent 
exhibition on Jewish resistance, 
Amidah: Standing Up, was opened. 
This was welcomed by both 
the survivors and the Jewish 
community at large, as putting to 
rest the myth that all Jews went 
‘like lambs to the slaughter’ during 
the Holocaust.

2007

In 2007 the New South Wales 
Association of Jewish Ex-Service
men and Women transferred their 
substantial collection into the 
Museum’s custody. With close to 
600 artefacts donated, it was an 
important aspect of the Museum’s 
collection on Australian Jewish 
History.

Butterflies of Hope was 
launched, the first Holocaust 
exhibition developed by the 
Museum for a younger audience 
and the first exhibition to include 
other genocides.

2008
The first refurbishment of the 
Museum’s permanent exhibition 
space took place with the opening 
of Culture and Continuity: Journey 
through Judaism on the ground 
floor. Australia’s Governor General, 
Quentin Bryce AC, officiated at the 
opening. 

The arrival of the University 
of Southern California Shoah 
Foundation Institute Visual History 
Archive exponentially expanded 
the holding of testimony at the 
Museum’s resource centre. 

2009
The culture of South Africa 
coloured the year 2009 with 
the exhibition It’s Not All Black 
and White: the South African 
Jewish Story. A dynamic array of 
programs brought record numbers 
of first time visitors to the Museum 
to enjoy films, discussions, music 
and South African delicacies. 

This year was the inaugural 
‘Poland tour’. The Museum’s 

 Collection 
items donated by 
NAJEX.

 Her Excellency 
Quentin Bryce AC 
officially opens 
Culture and 
Continuity.

 African 
drumming as part 
of It’s Not All Black 
and White.

 Serving 
Australia, 
launched 2010.

 George 
Grojnowski speaks 
as part of the 
police program.

 Butterflies 
from the 
Butterflies of Hope 
exhibition.
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intellectual landscape of the city. 
Notable academics who presented 
include Prof Christopher Browning, 
Prof Deborah Dwork, Prof Dan 
Michman, Prof Alan Rosen and 
Prof David Silberklang. 

2015
The SJM continued to grow into 
new spaces, creating the NAB 
Education and Resource Centre. 
This new space has not only 
allowed for increased student 
numbers (a record 25,000 attended 
in 2015) but provides a dynamic 
space for many events and 
cements the Museum as a cultural 
hub for the Jewish community. 
The Sydney Jewish Museum 
survivor volunteers won the 
inaugural Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the NSW Volunteer of the 
Year Award, a testament to their 
contribution to the community.

2016
Despite working at limited capacity 
for most of 2016 due to the 
upgrade, the Museum programs 
continued, keeping pace with the 
previous year’s record visitor and 
student numbers. The Museum 
guides underwent extensive 
training in preparation for the new 
Permanent Holocaust Exhibition.

2017
After nearly five years of 
development, the new Permanent 
Holocaust Exhibition was officially 
opened by Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull on 19 March 2017. The 
exhibition has received rave reviews 
from visitors. School student 
visitor numbers are expected to 
reach an all-time high this year. sjm

2012

One of the most exciting 
temporary exhibitions Dressing 
Sydney: The Jewish Fashion Story 
opened 14 October 2012 to much 
fanfare. It received visitors from all 
over Sydney and greater NSW.

After many years of negotiating 
the curatorial department 
procured its first loan from 
the Auschwitz Birkenau State 
Museum, Poland.

A very successful Capital Appeal 
was held, securing funding for an 
Education and Resource Centre 
and the upgrade of the Holocaust 
Exhibition.

2013
The Moving Image and Sound 
Archive was launched as an 
initiative to ensure that survivor 
testimony was preserved and 
proactively collected. This 
same year the hugely popular 
Remember Me public program 
series was launched to allow the 
public the opportunity to hear 
first-hand survivor accounts.

2014
During 2014, the Museum hosted 
almost 100 public functions, 
making the Museum a true 
community hub, contributing 
to the cultural, artistic and 

Sydney Jewish Museum 25 Year Anniversary 
2012–2017
Shannon Biederman Curator

 Unpacking 
of the material 
on loan from 
the Auschwitz 
Birkenau State 
Museum.

 Dressing 
Sydney: The 
Jewish Fashion 
Story exhibition.

 Remember 
Me with Lena 
Goldstein OAM.

 SJM Survivor Guides receiving  
Lifetime Achievement Award.

 Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull 
opens the new 
Permanent 
Holocaust 
Exhibition.

 The Honourable Christopher Pyne 
MP launches the new Education and 
Resource Centre.
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survivors, this memory was too painful and too 
raw even to speak of.

The Memorial was designed by Desmond 
Freeman and is placed in a small room at the back 
of the Holocaust exhibition space. It contains 
a wall of photos and names of children, a large 
glass dish into which individual drops of water 
continuously fall (representing the tears of the 
children), a sculpture of a pile of children’s shoes, 
some display cases and, most recently, a screen 
which provides an interactive digital display of 
the names and photos on the wall itself.

There are 432 tiles that make up the wall. As 
of this year all are filled with either photos or 
names of child victims who were relatives or 
friends of members of our community. I have 
worked on updating the wall annually and it 
remains a truly harrowing experience. Each photo 
raises emotions in me, and questions about the 
child – how, when and where they lived as well 
as when and where they were murdered. I have 

Jacqui Wasilewsky Community Stories Manager

The Children’s Memorial

According to visitor surveys, the 
Children’s Memorial is consistently 
referred to as the most haunting and 
emotionally moving space in the 
Sydney Jewish Museum. This is because 
of its content as well as its sombre, 
commemorative design. The 1.5 million 
children who were murdered during the 
Holocaust are memorialised here.

The Memorial was established in 2002, inspired 
largely by Mary Ziegler, a long-term volunteer 
guide at the Museum, wanting to find a way to 
ensure that her half-sister, Malka, and all of the 
other child Holocaust victims were never 
forgotten. Mary had spent much of her life not 
knowing about the existence of Malka and her 
father’s first wife because, like so many other 

 There are 432 
tiles that make 

up the wall. As of 
this year all are 

filled.
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Community Stories
Since its inception in 2003, Community 
Stories has gone from strength to 
strength. Originally publishing only 
Holocaust memoirs, it has grown to 
include the stories of many different 
members of our community. We have 
published books about Australian Jews, 
South African Jews, Jews from Arab lands 
and those from Singapore and Shanghai.

We have extended our services to include oral 
histories and have recently published and 
launched our 70th book. Last year we produced 

 They are 
interacting with 
the information 
in a new and 
valuable way, 
and the names 
and photos are 
becoming real 
people who lived, 
were loved, were 
lost but are now 
remembered.

also wondered what people who knew and loved 
them remembered about them. As someone 
so removed, both in time and place from what 
happened, I wanted a way to access their 
individuality and their humanity.

I set about contacting the donors and 
requesting any additional information that they 
had about the children. I realised that whilst the 
message of the wall was already very strong, a 
message which was deeply relatable for students 
and visitors alike, young people today require that 
all of their experiences be personalised. In their 
world, their experiences are enhanced by bringing 
them one step closer to their own lives. I wanted 
them to see the children as people who had lived, 
but for whom all opportunities to grow up, have 
careers and lives, had been extinguished.

Many donors had spent time searching for more 
information on their lost family members and had 
discovered their dates and places of death and 
sometimes even the circumstances under which 
they were murdered. Others, however, had little 
or no information. We collated it all and decided 
that the best way to enable visitors to interact 
with the knowledge was to create a digital version 

our first illustrated book for younger readers and 
are working on our second one at the moment. 
We have another five books between the editing 
and design phase and we anticipate that they will 
all be published within the next 12 months.

Additionally, Rosalind Sharbanee Meyer’s 
second edition of her book Rosie’s War – Escape 
from Singapore 1942 won the best non-fiction 
award for 2016 from the Society of Women 
Writers. The first edition of this book was 
published by the Museum in 2007. The revised 
edition explores the Jewish community of 
Singapore, Changi and the brutality of the 
Japanese. This book is now available for sale from 
the Museum shop. sjm

of the wall on a screen with a search function. As 
part of the upgrade of the Holocaust exhibition 
space this year, the digital representation was 
installed in the Memorial itself.

Only when speaking to one of our guides 
did I realise the true strength of the digital 
representation. According to her, students are 
standing at the wall and telling the names of 
children to other students standing at the screen. 
They are interacting with the information in a new 
and valuable way, and the names and photos are 
becoming real people who lived, were loved, were 
lost, but are now remembered.

2017 saw the last spaces on the wall filled. 
It is both remarkable and incredibly sad that 
our community was able to contribute so many 
names and that we are still being approached 
by people providing more names and photos. 
Going forward we will not be adding names to 
the Children’s Memorial, but can add them to our 
new electronic memorial which will be located 
on the top floor of the Museum space. This will 
be unveiled towards the end of this year, so that 
any children, not yet included on the wall, can be 
immortalised there. sjm
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Remebering Maurice
Shortly after I took up my role as 
Development Director at the Sydney 
Jewish Museum, I was intrigued to learn 
that the Museum had a supporter, a 
Greek Jew who had also lived in South 
Africa where I was born.

With this common history and many friendships 
with Greek people going back over the years, I 
really wanted to meet Maurice Segura and learn 
more about this man and why he was a friend to 
the Museum.

Maurice was a man of many facets; a man with 
an encyclopaedic knowledge of a broad range of 
topics from military history through to music and 
entertainment. He had a dry sense of humour, a 
wry grin and a twinkle or wicked gleam in his eyes 
that I will never forget.

I soon learned that it was difficult to stop 
Maurice once he started talking, and that he could 
literally talk for hours. Many times I heard his wife 
Elaine shout, “Maurice, stop talking and have 
your tea before it gets cold,” but cold tea was the 
last thing on Maurice’s mind as he regaled me 
with stories. Tales of his childhood in Salonica, 
his time in the Greek army, the loss of family in 
Auschwitz and his audacious enterprise selling 
curios to German soldiers in Athens. While more 
than 90 percent of Salonica's Jewish population 
was murdered by the Nazis, Maurice managed 
to obtain false identities for his mother, his three 
sisters and himself. After the War, he arranged 
for himself and his immediate family to migrate 
to South Africa where he set up an enterprise in 
Johannesburg manufacturing leather goods.

In 1961, following the Sharpeville riots, Maurice 
had the foresight to once again relocate his 
family, this time to Sydney, where he established 
a thriving manufacturing business. As the family 
‘godfather’, all Maurice’s sisters and brothers-
in-law were employed in this enterprise, which 
was sold to the factory manager when Maurice 
decided to retire and focus on the stock market. 

In his inimitable and analytical way, he became 
a master at this game and loved to talk about 
his strategies for making the most out of his 
investments.

In the knowledge that many of his family 
members did not survive the Holocaust, Maurice 
read extensively on the history of WWII and 
was particularly interested in how a person 
like Hitler could come to power and maintain 
his power. Maurice accumulated a substantial 
library of books, many of which he donated to the 
Museum’s library. Maurice also erected a plaque 
in the Sanctum of Rememberance in memory of 
his uncle Isaac who was murdered at Auschwitz.

Elaine passed away in February 2015 and 
it became increasingly difficult for Maurice to 
remain in his beautiful Cronulla apartment. 
Together with his niece Shirley, I set about looking 
at suitable facilities for Maurice. After viewing 
and rejecting a number of facilities, we hit the 
jackpot when Maurice visited the Montefiore in 
Randwick and felt comfortable enough to agree 
to move in. Whilst Maurice was always proud of 
his Jewish roots, he was not observant, but I do 
believe that at Monte, he rediscovered his roots. 
It was a great joy for us to celebrate and discuss 
the Jewish holidays that he again became aware 
of once he became a resident at Monte. In fact, 
such was Maurice’s memory of his childhood 
Hebrew lessons back in Salonica that, one day, 
when I asked him whether he remembered the 
Sh’ma, he promptly recited the opening sentence: 

A Tribute to our Major Benefactors
Rob Schneider Development Director

 Maurice Segura 
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the Sanctum. Maurice 
is pointing to a plaque 
in memory of his uncle 
Isaac who perished at 
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In memory of Vera Clarke
Vera Clarke was born in Budapest in 1923 and 
managed, in difficult circumstances, to survive 
the war in Hungary. She met her husband George 
in 1939 when she was 17, and they married three 
years later. Vera’s uncle helped her family survive 
the last year of the war after Germany occupied 
Hungary. Vera and George wanted to leave Europe 
behind them and arrived in Australia in 1949.

In Australia they were diligent and worked hard. 
In her spare time Vera went to a language school 
and watched foreign films with English subtitles to 
learn the language. George started with cabinet-
making and taxi driving and Vera learned to be a 

“Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonay Eloheinu, Adonay Echad.” 
I then recited the rest of the prayer with Maurice 
repeating the words after me. It was a very 
moving experience for both of us!

Maurice never forgot his roots; never forgot his 
family who were murdered in the Holocaust and 
never forgot the Sydney Jewish Museum which is 
the beneficiary of a substantial bequest from his 
estate. May his dear soul rest in peace. I will never 
forget Maurice either.

On 24 October, the Museum launched a temporary 
exhibition entitled The Jews of Greece dedicated 
to the memory and generosity of the late Maurice 
Segura. The exhibition runs to 18 February 2018.

 Vera Clarke.
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have endowed two galleries in the refurbished 
Holocaust section in their own names and a 
third in the name of their late daughter, Vivienne 
Sonnenschein Weinstock.

Egon and Miriam Sonnenschein are no 
strangers to the Museum with Egon, a Holocaust 
survivor from Yugoslavia, regularly speaking to 
groups here, and Miriam recently completing the 
Museum Volunteer Guide Course. 

The Museum is extremely grateful to the 
Sonnenscheins for their generosity in word and in 
deed. 

In the ‘order’ of things
The Sydney Jewish Museum salutes our generous 
benefactors, Isaac and Susan Wakil who were 
made Officers in the Order of Australia in this 
year’s Australia Day Honours Awards. In 2015, 
the Wakils generously sponsored the Mark and 
Anna Reznik Centre of Learning on the Museum’s 
lower ground floor and they are now extending 
their amazing support by endowing the Museum’s 
Chair of Education starting from 2018. sjm

machinist in leather goods and later clothing.
In 1960 they opened a sandwich shop in 

Ashfield. Vera filled the shop with her Hungarian 
cooking, attracting many patrons including 
Germans, Greeks and Hungarians. The business 
was successful, but required long hours and hard 
work. Following the sale of the shop in 1974, it 
was now their time to ‘smell the roses’ and they 
began to travel extensively, both in Australia and 
other parts of the world. With Vera everything was 
done well, once she decided it was worth doing.

George passed away in 2003 leaving Vera 
bereft. She spent her last years at the Montefiore, 
Randwick. All who knew her described her as 
wise, empathetic and upbeat till the end.

At Vera’s funeral, it was said, “People seek 
‘mindfulness’ in their busy lives and our ever 
busier world. Vera had these inate skills and those 
who knew her learned and grew by her example.” 

The Museum is extremely grateful to Vera 
for remembering the Museum in her will. It is 
generous bequests such as hers that enable the 
Museum to continue to fulfil its mission.

Bringing ‘sunshine’ wherever they go
The last year has also seen a couple come 
forward with an extremely generous donation to 
the Museum. In their own quiet way, Egon and 
Miriam Sonnenschein have made a big difference 
to Jewish communal endeavour both locally 
and in Israel and, to the Museum’s delight, they 

 Egon and Miriam 
Sonnenschein.

 Isaac and Susan 
Wakil being toasted by 
Museum Development 
Director, Rob Schneider, 
at the investiture 
ceremony where the 
couple were made 
Officers in the Order of 
Australia.

A Tribute to our Major Benefactors
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In April 1995 I started working at the 
Sydney Jewish Museum. Alan Jacobs, 
our first CEO, gave me the chance –  
a new migrant from South America 
with little English – to work in this 
inspirational workplace. 

In the early days we had a small office with a 
skeleton staff and a large number of volunteers, 
most of them Holocaust survivors. They held jobs 
in different areas such as Education, Curatorial, 
Office, Shop, Library and Fundraising.

The work was carried out with love and 
passion. Every survivor had their own voice and 
they all felt the Museum was part of their lives. I 
felt like I belonged to a big, extended family.

In the year I started, the Museum held a major 
event at the Opera House commemorating the 
50th Anniversary of Survival and Liberation. 
Holocaust survivors and their families gathered, 
with a total of 2,000 guests present. A special 
audio-visual presentation with messages from all 
over the world, including a message from then US 
President, Bill Clinton, were read aloud.

In the same year, then NSW Premier, Bob Carr, 
opened the Liberation exhibition. In the following 
years other temporary exhibitions were created 
around the old cafeteria and the Benefactor’s 
Hall. One that comes to mind was the Chocolate 
Panels exhibition. Some of our Holocaust survivor 
guides were also artists. Babette Rich painted 
beautiful porcelains and Alex Ferson carved 
wooden sculptures, and they both exhibited in-
house and gave the proceeds of their sales back 
to the Museum.

Our means of communication were a long way 
from today’s email, Facebook, WhatsApp and 
other digital media. Monthly newsletters were 
produced and printed in-house on A3 paper. They 
were taken home by our office volunteer Vera 
Faludi, to fold on weekends and post out by the 
following week.

Members and donors in 1995 totalled 1,500. 
During John Roth’s presidency a membership 
committee was established. It included John 

Roth, current volunteer John Lowbeer (who was 
then a Board member) and myself. Under their 
direction, membership and donor numbers grew 
steadily and now stands at 5,000. This annual 
commitment by our dedicated supporters is a 
major source of revenue for the Museum. I want to 
thank each one of you for your ongoing financial 
support. Many members and donors have been 
with the organisation since we opened our doors 
25 years ago. As with anything in life, there is 
always room for improvement and we urge the 
community to continue to rally behind us.

Sanctum of Remembrance
The Sanctum of Remembrance was a small alcove 
on the second floor. Marika Weinberger OAM, 
President of the Australian Association of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors and Descendants at the time, 
was the force behind this project. People could 
purchase plaques to remember relatives who 
perished during the Holocaust. In 1995 there were 
less than 100 plaques in the Sanctum. As part of 
renovations made possible by the 2002 Capital 
Appeal, a new room was dedicated and the 
Sanctum now has close to 500 plaques. This 
initiative has provided the Museum with much 
needed funds.

Chain of Memories: Recollections from 1995 to 2017
Rita Prager Community Liaison Manager

 1995, our first CEO 
Alan Jacob’s farewell. 
(l-r) Front row: Sol 
Schonberger, Rita 
Prager, Charlotte Zettel, 
Marika Weinberger, 
Sylvia Eisman, Eva 
Gertler. Back row: 
Michelle Steele, Glen 
Gordon, Leon Zettel, 
Suzanne Blake, Alan 
Jacobs, Samantha 
Feldman, Marcelle 
Jacobs, Adrienne Sobel 
and security guard.
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Chain of Memories: Recollections from 1995 to 2017
Rita Prager Community Liaison Manager

the survivors’ resilience and spirit. Their major 
concern and a common question was and is, “Who 
will carry on our stories once we are no longer here?”

Today, as I reflect upon my amazing journey 
at the SJM, I am confident that we continue to 
ensure that the voices and experiences of the 
Holocaust survivors are not only never forgotten, 
but that they continue to enrich the lives of all 
the visitors who come to our Museum. Our work 
of Chain of memories continues to be transmitted 
from generation to generation.

The importance of ‘our’ Museum is to show what 
the face of history looks like when it is allowed to 
come back to life, to flourish and fulfil its destiny. 
The flame is allowed to burn once again. It is the 
Chain of memories that matters. sjm

In March 2017, at the opening of the 
new permanent exhibition, Dr Avril Alba, 
Redevelopment Project Director, spoke about her 
views regarding remembering and reflecting on 
the past and the future, and by doing so creating 
what she called a Chain of memories. So how do 
we, the next generation, do so in a way that is 
relevant to all ages? Avril mentioned that in the 
Jewish tradition, names hold deep personal and 
communal resonance.

The Sanctum of Remembrance is one of those 
spaces in the Museum where names have a 
profound meaning for those placing a plaque. In 
Avril’s words, “By doing so, we are continuing the 
Chain of memories.”

Over all of these years, I have come to admire 

Some meetings are unforgettable

Your major gift or endowment will help the Museum  
to expand its  education programs and ensure  
the victims of the Holocaust are never forgotten. 
Contact Rob Shneider on 02 8036 0136 or email 
rschneider@sjm.com.au for a confidential  
discussion about how you can help.
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Professor Konrad Kwiet  
First-rate historian, Jewish humanist, pioneer
Yotam Weiner Education Manager

Christopher R. Browning said: “Konrad Kwiet 
was a pioneer in researching the newly-opened 
East European archives after 1989 and provided 
invaluable assistance to Australia’s Special 
Investigations Unit in its belated attempt to bring 
Holocaust perpetrators residing in Australia to 
justice.”

Yehuda Bauer: “Konrad is a first-rate historian, 
having dealt with Nazi policies in the Netherlands, 
German-Jewish reactions to the Holocaust and 
other equally central topics. His work as the Chief 
Historical Consultant to the Australian commission 
dealing with Nazi war criminals in Australia led 
him to deal closely with survivors’ testimonies, 
and exposed him to that combination of detailed 
historical research and individual experience that 
has become a hallmark of his work … He is a Jewish 
humanist, not only an important historian.”

I asked Konrad about his life and the last 
25 years at the Museum.

Those of us who work at the Sydney 
Jewish Museum feel lucky for many 
reasons. One of them is the opportunity 
to be named ‘colleagues’ of our Resident 
Historian, Prof Konrad Kwiet. What 
fascinates me is how the vast majority of 
Australians have never heard of Konrad. 
He is one of Australia’s greatest historians 
and undoubtedly one of Australia’s 
greatest minds. A true living treasure.

Historians have assessed Konrad in the highest 
terms: 

Raul Hilberg wrote: … [Konrad Kwiet is] a 
researcher from Australia whose knowledge of 
archival resources in the field of Holocaust studies 
is unsurpassed.

 Prof Konrad 
Kwiet with a small 
selection of the books 
he has published 
and contributed to. 
Photographer: Katherine 
Griffiths.
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this is an important event in history. I think it was 
even more important for the survivors to have this 
place. For them it became a second home – where 
they could mourn, where they could meet – that 
was important for them. For the wider audience, 
most Australians had no clue about what 
happened in Europe during that time.

What I liked from the beginning was identifying 
objects, not only to see documents and photos 
but something from history that I could touch. If I 
get an object that is related to a story, it’s related 
to a person. I find it more exciting to be in an 
archive and touch an original piece of paper … it’s 
great!

YW: What are your fondest memories  
from the last 25 years?
KK: That’s difficult. There are many of them. There 
were two or three survivor speeches I found very 
intriguing. Yehuda Bauer’s visits were always 
illuminating. Yehuda’s wife, Ilana, introduced him 
on stage, musically, by playing the flute. 

My wedding was not bad either! (35 years 
ago, Konrad and Jane were married in a civil 
ceremony. In 2016, officiated by a Rabbi, they 
wed at Emanuel Synagogue and celebrated at the 
Museum.) 

What I always found interesting was when 
there were visitors from Israel, such as the 
President, that the survivors would queue and 
want to be greeted personally – for them it was 
unbelievably important to be recognised after 
all the humiliation. They had experienced such 
humiliation and degradation, it took a long time 
before they regained a kind of self-confidence. At 
the end of the day they found that the Museum 
gave them official recognition.

YW: How many testimonies have you read and 
do you have concerns about testimonies?
KK: More than 1,000 and I am still collecting. I 
have learned not to discuss or question survivors. 
10 or 20 years ago I was a little more critical and 
let my thoughts be publicly known. Now I don’t 
question anymore. I’ve learned it doesn’t matter. I 
have a way of pushing these concerns aside.

Yotam Weiner: When did you hear of the idea of 
starting a Museum?
Konrad Kwiet: I was asked by David Dinte, who 
called me in to early discussions about properties 
and the site of the Museum. The initial questions 
were: ‘Who will design the museum? Who will 
be the sponsors? John Saunders AO almost 
single-handedly covered the costs and was also 
involved in the conception of the design. Once 
he had made his initial contribution, he pulled 
back a little and left it to others. In the beginning, 
apart from the architects and curators, there 
were hardly any professionals. John asked me if 
I would volunteer and I agreed.

YW: What was your role, in the beginning?
KK: To provide the historical framework: I 
composed captions, looked at images and 
ensured there were no mistakes. At that stage we 
hardly had any educators, there was no training 
for guides or visiting schools. All the volunteers 
were Holocaust survivors and they were 
dedicated and committed.

YW: Why did you want the Museum to exist?
KK: I thought it was a community that still had 
many survivors. I said, “This is the place where 
it should be done.” I could combine it with my 
academic position. I had an academic life at the 
university, and this was something new that could 
enrich my working life.

YW: Were there people opposed to the founding 
of the Museum?
KK: For many survivors, you can imagine that they 
thought this was a forgotten and closed chapter 
in their lives, and so did not want this reactivation 
of their memories. In the late 70s and early 80s, 
when the idea of the Museum started to emerge, 
there was a kind of awakening and some survivors 
thought they had to organise themselves and 
keep the memory alive, but it was still a minority.

YW: What did you want the Museum to achieve?
KK: To keep the memory alive and to teach visitors 
about the Holocaust; to make people aware that 
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historical findings are not sacrosanct forever.
If Timothy Snyder is right, that ‘History does not 

repeat. But it does offer us examples and patterns, 
and thereby enlarges our imaginations and creates 
more possibilities for anticipation and resistance’, 
then the Holocaust is a warning for us. In 20, 30, 
40 years, other catastrophes may occur that cause 
us to view the Holocaust differently.

YW: So, the lesson learned is?
KK: That what is more important than teaching 
people facts, is making them aware of what they 
themselves derive or conclude from the facts. 
We need to build and enhance critical awareness 
so that people question, try to find answers 
and develop the capacity to think critically. The 
Museum provides this trigger to think, question 
authority, question the past and question 
tradition.

YW: What has the Museum done for the  
Jewish community in Sydney?
KK: It follows that old Jewish principle, which 
I think is a mitzvah; to ‘keep the memory alive’. 
There is a religious obligation to remember and to 
mourn, rather than to fear that if you deviate you 
will be punished.

The message is to recognise that Jews stood up 
as much as they could, but Jews on their own 
were not in a position to resist completely as 
resistance required the cooperation of non-Jews. 
Without non-Jews, Jews are lost. It is the same 
with antisemitism. Jews on their own can’t 
combat it successfully, they need non-Jews. 
Another lesson the Holocaust provides is that 
despite the huge and traumatic loss and 
destruction of Jewish life, Jews showed resilience 
and ensured continuity. The Museum is an 
example of that.

YW: And your future after 25 years?
KK: I think I am slowly preparing for my departure, 
because I believe that even this Museum could 
exist and continue without an historian now. At 
the end of the day, I think that younger people 
should take over. It’s as simple as that. sjm

YW: What is the purpose of survivors sharing 
testimony today?
KK: School students who visit the Museum today 
need to meet a living witness. They can google 
and see films, but here they see someone. It’s 
the most significant experience during their 
visit to the Museum. That can’t compete with 
any lecture or display or virtual reconstruction. 
It is meaningful because there is a real person 
outside their traditional learning experience who 
can speak about what they experienced. Telling 
a story is much better than reading a book or a 
film; having a living witness about whom people 
can say, “They went through something and they 
survived.”

YW: Do you believe in the lessons of history?
KK: Only if you ask the right questions! The 
invalid, easy answer is, “Never ever.” That is 
easy. I think the real lesson is to understand why 
ordinary people did what they did; why Jews were 
not in a position to resist; and why the vast army 
of onlookers played an equally important role in 
allowing the Holocaust to happen. Thereafter, 
we need to pay homage to those who risked 
their lives and stood up. These are lessons. At the 
end of the day, having almost exhausted what I 
can learn from history, the fact is that I still can’t 
explain certain things. The more I have learned, 
the more I have researched, the less answers I 
have. 

YW: What do people learn when they come to the 
Museum?
KK: That everything is much more complicated 
than historians or educators tell them, what kind 
of alternatives people had and why they chose 
what they chose. As a historian, I know how short 
my view is. There is no absolute truth which 
remains forever. In the future, if contemporary 
concerns change, if the context in which we are 
working changes, then we may change our view 
and our interpretation of history. If you look to 
the historiography of the Holocaust from 1945 
to today you will see there are waves of different 
approaches, different answers which show that 

 I think the 
real lesson is 

to understand 
why ordinary 

people did what 
they did; why 

Jews were not 
in a position to 
resist; and why 

the vast army of 
onlookers played 

an equally 
important role 
in allowing the 

Holocaust to 
happen.

At the end of the 
day, I think that 
younger people 

should take over. 
It’s as simple as 

that.

Yotam Weiner Education Manager

Professor Konrad Kwiet 
First-rate historian, Jewish humanist, pioneer 
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A/Prof Michael Robertson SJM Professorial Fellow

Beyond Godwin’s Law: Exploring the significance  
of the Holocaust for contemporary bioethics

moral actions of the Nazi doctors can inform 
current debate and practices and furthermore 
prevent the use of inaccurate analogies in current 
bioethical debates”.3

In 2015, the Sydney Jewish Museum (SJM) and 
Sydney Health Ethics (SHE), from the University 
of Sydney’s School of Public Health, established 
the SJM-SHE visiting fellowship program. They 
appointed Prof Garry Walter AM, Dr Edwina Light 
and Associate Professor Michael Robertson as 
inaugural fellows. Throughout 2017, the SJM-
SHE partnership has focused on academic 
and community activities seeking to advance 
understanding of the contemporary significance 
of the Holocaust to biomedical ethics. These 
activities included expert panel discussions 
conducted as part of the Jewish International 
Film Festival, regular presentations in the SJM’s 

3	 Chelouche, T, Brahmer, G (2013). Casebook on Bioethics 
and the Holocaust. UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, 
University of Haifa, Israel

The renaissance of right-wing political 
populism, ethno-nationalism and 
racism in geopolitics reminds us of 
the importance of a sophisticated 
grasp of history to understand our 
current times. Canonical events in 
human history, none more so than 
the Shoah, must be continually 
re‑examined in the present context. 

The necessity to do so is underscored by 
philosopher Zygmunt Bauman’s compelling 
argument that the Holocaust remains an ever-
present potential in modernity and that the 
culture that produced Auschwitz persists.
In the early 1990s a US lawyer, Mike Godwin, 
outlined an axiom about the problem of glib 
comparisons of current events to the Nazis or the 
Holocaust. What is now recognised as ‘Godwin’s 
Law’ avers that ‘as an online debate increases in 
length, it becomes inevitable that someone will 
eventually compare someone or something to 
Adolf Hitler or the Nazis’.1 Godwin’s corresponding 
observation is that not all comparisons are 
inappropriate, and he implores us to provide a 
‘meaningful and substantive’2 analysis of the Nazi 
period and the Holocaust. Applying this to the 
field of bioethics, Israeli physician Tessa 
Chelouche wrote that, “Any suggestion that there 
may be analogies between the way the Nazis were 
and the way we are, between what they did and 
what we are doing would be held by some to be 
absurd. In their view what transpired during the 
Holocaust was unique and therefore unusable in 
the present discourse on bioethics. Others would 
state that inquiry into the value judgments and 

1	 Oxford English Dictionary, Third Edition, 2012
2	 Godwin, M (2015). “Sure, call Trump a Nazi. Just make 

sure you know what you’re talking about.” Washington 
Post, 14 December 2015. Accessed online: https://www.
washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/12/14/
sure-call-trump-a-nazi-just-make-sure-you-know-what-
youre-talking-about/

In the early 1990s 
a US lawyer, Mike 
Godwin, outlined 

an axiom about 
the problem of 

glib comparisons 
of current events 

to the Nazis or 
the Holocaust. 

 Stairs to the 
Gaschamber – Hadamar 
Gedenkstätte Germany. 
Photo Edwina Light, 2015.
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in collaboration with Dr Astrid Ley from the 
Brandenburg Memorials Foundation in Germany 
on the topic of the Nazi ‘euthanasia’ program and 
its complex relation to the Holocaust.

The next 12 months will see SJM-SHE fellows 
coordinate the Australian visit of a travelling 
exhibition from Germany, Registered, Persecuted, 
Annihilated – The sick and disabled under National 
Socialism. This exhibition will provide the focus 
of several community, academic and cultural 
activities that will enable the SJM to form 
relationships with many new community groups 
to ensure that the project of deep engagement 
with the legacies of the Holocaust evolves and 
flourishes. sjm

Wednesday education programs, relevant 
publications in prestigious scientific journals and 
periodicals, and presentations at international 
scientific meetings, including the World 
Psychiatric Association meeting, the Second 
International Scholars Workshop ‘Medicine in the 
Holocaust and Beyond’, and the MHS meeting in 
Sydney.

SJM-SHE fellows continued their program of 
field work in Western Poland, Nuremberg and 
Berlin as part of an ongoing empirical ethics 
study about the values of the German psychiatric 
profession under the National Socialist regime. 
Two SJM-SHE fellows, Edwina Light and Michael 
Robertson, have completed a book project 

www.aitopper.com.au

T H E  TO P P E R  FA M I L I E S  
A R E  P R O U D  S U P P O R T E R S  O F  

T H E  S Y D N E Y  J E W I S H  M U S E U M  
A N D  T H E  V I TA L  R O L E  I T  P L AY S  

I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  – 
P R E S E R V I N G  T H E  PA S T  A N D 

S E C U R I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .

Throughout 
2017, the SJM-
SHE partnership 
has focused 
upon academic 
and community 
activities seeking 
to advance 
understanding of 
the contemporary 
significance of 
the Holocaust to 
biomedical ethics. 
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Aviva Wolff Operations Manager

Public Programs & Events

those books launched this year: Jewish Anzacs 
written by Mark Dapin; The Red Danube by Vera 
Harltey; Colin Tatz’s The Magnitude of Genocide; 
Jackie French’s latest book for young readers, 
Goodbye Mr Hitler; and When Freedom Beckons: 
The Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and the Jewish 
Journey to Australia by Vasilios Vasilas. 

We have also held book launches for three 
Holocaust survivors who wrote their memoirs: 
Francine Lazarus (Dame Marie Bashir launched 
her book), Peter Nash and Eddy Boas.

The talks by Holocaust survivors continue to 
draw large crowds and the presentations are quick 
to sell out. Olga Horak OAM and Eddie Jaku OAM 
both gave their third presentations and once again 
both events were packed to capacity. As part of 
History Week we arranged an excellent survivor 
panel with Kuba Enoch, George Grojnowski and 
Jack Meister entitled The Buchenwald Boys.

The Public Programs at the Museum 
continue to expand exponentially 
in all aspects; the number of events 
hosted, the large number of attendees 
at each event, and the diversity of the 
programs on offer. 

Hardly a week goes by without a program of 
some description on offer, not only for our 
Museum members, but also for the wider Sydney 
community. The Museum has gained an excellent 
reputation for the well-presented and informative 
programs continuously on offer.

I am proud to say that numerous authors have 
contacted me as they feel the Museum is the 
perfect venue to launch their books on diverse 
ranges of interesting topics. To name some of 

 The Museum 
has gained 

an excellent 
reputation for the 

well-presented 
and informative 

programs 
continuously on 

offer.

 Dr Simon Longstaff AO 
– keynote speaker at the 
Janus Korczak Children’s 
Memorial Commemoration.

 Holocaust survivor 
Olga Horak OAM gave a 
presentation – pictured 
with her granddaughter 
Kirsty Green.

 Launch of Jewish 
Anzacs: Norman Seligman 
(CEO), Charles Aronson 
(NAJEX), Lt General Ken 
Gillespie AC (keynote 
speaker), Mark Dapin 
(author) and Peter Allan 
(NAJEX) at the launch of 
Dapin’s book Jewish Anzacs.

 Holocaust survivor 
Egon Sonnenschein gave 
a presentation – pictured 
with his sister Aviva Fox.
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event entitled ‘Gratefully Yours’. It was an event 
where people told the audience of how their 
lives were saved by, or perhaps how they saved, 
the life of a stranger. Speakers included two of 
the Bondi Rescue lifeguards – Bruce Hopkins 
(Hoppo) and Trent Faslon (Singlets), Allan 
Sparkes CV OAM AV (Cross of Valour, Order of 
Australia, Commendation for Brave Conduct), 
Brian Myerson (transplant recipient), Michaela 
Kalowski (moderator), Noel Zihabamwe 
(Rwandan refugee), Mendy Litzman (Hatzolah) 
and Maarten Joustra (Holocaust survivor).

We are very proud of our 2017 calendar of 
programs and are already busily planning 
entertaining and educational events for the year 
ahead.

Thank you for your ongoing support – we hope 
to see you in the audience! sjm

For a change of pace we hosted two sold-out 
performances of a one woman cabaret show with 
Alexis Fishman entitled Club Gelbe Stern, the story 
of a Jewish cabaret performer in Berlin in the 
1930s. We were also honoured to have the very 
talented singer Lior entertain a packed to capacity 
audience with his beautiful arrangements of songs. 

A number of entertaining events with 
compelling keynote speakers were arranged to 
launch various exhibitions – Closer: Portraits of 
Survival, In their Steps: The Australian Light Horse, 
I am My Brother’s Keeper: Righteous Among the 
Nations, Standing Up and, of course, the cherry 
on the top, the launch of the new Permanent 
Holocaust Exhibition with keynote speaker being 
the Prime Minister, The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP.

We annually participate in the Sydney Writers 
Festival and this year we hosted an outstanding 

 Hilton Immerman OAM 
featured in the Standing Up 
exhibition pictured with his 
wife Marilyn.

 Gary Samowitz – CEO of 
Stand Up at the launch of 
the Standing Up exhibition.

 Dame Marie Bashir AD, 
CVO with Francine Lazarus 
at the launch of Francine’s 
book A Child in Belgium.

 Beate Hammett at 
the launch of the book 
about her journey on the 
Kindertransport.
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 Eddy Boas with his 
family at the launch of his 
book, I am not a Victim, I am 
a Survivor.

 The Buchenwald Boys 
panel: Jack Meister, George 
Grojnowski and Kuba 
Enoch.

 Sam Lipski AM gave a 
talk about the Light Horse 
Brigade at Beersheba.

 Holocaust survivor 
Eddie Jaku OAM giving a 
moving presentation.

 Robert Swieca, Anna 
Berger and Charles Aronson 
at the talk on Beersheba.

 At the launch of 
the Closer exhibition: 
photographer Katherine 
Griffiths with Ruth Eckstein.
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 At the launch of the 
Closer exhibition: Eva Engel 
OAM, Ana De Leon, Lena 
Goldstein OAM, Gaby De 
Leon.

 At the launch of the 
Closer exhibition: Susan 
Warhaftig and Egon 
Kennedy.

 At the launch of the 
Closer exhibition: Jacquie 
Dale receiving her gift from 
Lisa Eckstein and Donna 
Lopata.

 At the launch of the 
Closer exhibition: Litzi 
Lemberg and Vera Kertesz.

 Attending Gratefully 
Yours: Joe Symon, Jane 
Kwiet, Avril Symon.

 Speakers at the 
Gratefully Yours panel 
discussion: (l-r) Bruce 
Hopkins ‘Hoppo’ (Bondi 
Lifeguard), Brian Myerson 
(transplant recipient), 
Allan Sparkes CV OAM 
AV, Michaela Kalowski 
(moderator), Noel 
Zihabamwe (Rwandan 
refugee), Mendy Litzman 
(Hatzolah), Trent Faslon 
‘Singlets’ (Bondi Lifeguard) 
and Maarten Joustra 
(Holocaust survivor).

 Lior singing.

 Vasilios Vasilas at the 
launch of his book When 
Freedom Beckons.



56	 sjm Yearbook 2017

 At the launch of I am My 
Brother’s Keeper exhibition: 
Chanan Mowszowski (left), 
George Sternfeld (centre) 
with the family of Chiune 
(Sempo) Sugihara.

 At the launch of I am My 
Brother’s Keeper exhibition: 
Greta Allen telling her 
history of being saved by a 
‘Righteous’ person.

 Israeli Ambassador 
Shmuel Ben Shmuel, 
handing the Righteous 
Among the Nations 
Certificate to Maarten 
Joustra and his nephew 
at the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, 2017. Maarten 
honoured his adoptive 
parents for saving his life.

 At the launch of I am My 
Brother’s Keeper exhibition: 
Jack and Regina Feiler with 
members of the Churcherko 
family whose grandparents 
were honoured for saving 
Jack’s life.

 Rachel Flitman representing ‘Gen 3’ 
at International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, 2017.

 David Gonski AC at the 
launch of the Standing Up 
exhibition.

 Jovan Vraniškovski, the 
head of the Orthodox Ohrid 
Archbishopri, gave a talk at 
the Museum. Pictured with 
Ana and Gaby De Leon and 
Egon Sonnenschein.

 The Hon. Julian Leeser 
MP – the keynote speaker 
at International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, 2017.

 At the launch of I am 
My Brother’s Keeper 
exhibition: Searle Brajtman 
representing Yad Vashem.

Aviva Wolff Operations Manager

Public Programs & Events
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 Opening of the new 
Holocaust Exhibition.

 Opening of the new 
Holocaust Exhibition: SJM 
CEO Norman Seligman 
(right) with Prime Minister, 
Malcolm Turnbull, officially 
unveiling the plaque.

 Opening of the new 
Holocaust Exhibition: Dr Avril 
Alba, Project Director.

 The Holocaust 
survivors being honoured 
at the opening of the new 
Holocaust Exhibition.

 Prof Gus Lehrer AM FAA (President) 
and Roma Shell (Vice President) with 
the Prime Minister.
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Christiane Delacroix Survivor

Walking the Red Carpet 

walking on the red carpet, overwhelmed by an 
immense sadness, as I am crying now writing 
these lines.

From its beginning in 1992, the Museum has 
been a Museum with a difference; a Museum with 
a soul. The presence of the survivors gave the 
place a special meaning and offered the visitors 
an unforgettable experience which often helped 
to build a friendly bond expressed in hundreds of 
grateful letters.

A lot of work has been carried out recently, 
upgrading the Museum to modern standards 
and also planning for when the survivors will be 
no more, although their voices as well as their 
pictures will remain.

Maybe, some day, as a visitor presses a button 
to listen to a particular survivor, someone will be 
passing by and say: ‘He was my father or she was 
my grandmother’, and they might engage in a 
conversation, glad to have met one another. sjm

On this 25th anniversary of the Museum 
I want to share with you a small event 
which left a lasting impression.

As survivors we were invited to the screen preview 
of Schindler’s List made by Steven Spielberg. We 
first gathered at the Hilton in Pitt Street opposite 
the picture theatre for cocktails and canapes. Ben 
Kingsley, one of the main actors, was present as 
well as personalities, journalists and 
photographers. After that, we were ushered 
downstairs to the street and an amazing sight.

We, the Jews, were to walk on a red carpet 
stretched across the street with a row of mounted 
police in their best on each side and the passers-
by clapping. For a split second, I could not help 
feeling the irony of the moment, and almost 
immediately I started to think of all those 
unfortunate Jews who did not make it and I cried 

 This article is an extract 
from a letter by Flore Jaku. 
She survived the Holocaust 
by adopting the persona 
Christiane Delacroix as her 
ID card from 1940 shows.

…I cried walking 
on the red carpet, 

overwhelmed 
by an immense 

sadness, as I 
am crying now 

writing these 
lines.
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Jewry was a trauma that had been transported 
across the globe. It had irrevocably shaped the 
lives of individual survivors as well as the whole of 
the Australian Jewish community.

I asked myself these questions: What did it mean 
to work in a Museum that was set up by Holocaust 
survivors? How did working in the Museum 
change the way I thought about the Holocaust? 
How did it change the way I taught the Holocaust? 

I quickly recognised that when I had taught the 
Holocaust at university, I had not made enough use 
of survivor testimony, or the written testimony of 
murdered Jews and Roma. In the time that I have 
been at the Museum, I have personally witnessed 
thousands of school students and teachers listen 
to the testimony of Holocaust survivors. One 
question that has not been adequately examined 
is what impact hearing survivor testimony has 
on these people. But it can be intimated. The 
Education team has the privilege of listening to 
the questions that both students and teachers 
have asked and we have all listened, and learnt, 
from the survivors’ responses.

It is a profound privilege and honour to watch 
this human interaction take place. I am aware 
that what is occurring is delicate and difficult, and 
it is almost impossible to adequately describe. 

In 2013 I completed my doctorate in 
oral history at the University of New 
South Wales, examining the history of 
Zionist youth movements in Australia. 
Looking back, I realised that the most 
rewarding part of the experience 
was carrying out interviews with 
an eclectic group of Jewish men 
and women who now live all over 
the world. They shared wonderful 
memories of their times in the youth 
movements. They were all wise, 
funny, eccentric and full of life. What I 
remember most are their voices.

I knew that joining the Sydney Jewish Museum 
would provide a unique opportunity to work in a 
space than honoured the voices, memories and 
stories of Australian Holocaust survivors. I had 
interviewed many people for my thesis who were 
either child survivors themselves, or the children 
and grandchildren of survivors. I was aware of 
how the events of World War II were palpable 
living memories. The destruction of European 

Dr Ari Lander Education Officer

 What did it 
mean to work 

in a Museum 
that was set up 

by Holocaust 
survivors? How 
did working in 

the Museum 
change the way 
I thought about 
the Holocaust? 

How did it 
change the way 

I taught the 
Holocaust? 

 Olga Horak OAM 
sharing her story with 
students.

Voices from the Ashes: Shoah survivor testimony  
in the Sydney Jewish Museum
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students to understand the horror and cruelty of 
genocide. The people listening to a survivor 
realise that we are not all alike, and we should not 
seek to limit our differences. Our differences 
speak to the richness and diversity of the human 
experience. What the audience also hopefully 
realise is how much they have in common with 
the survivor. The survivor, just like their audience, 
knows what it means to be a child. They had 
parents, they had friends, girlfriends, boyfriends, 
and they played with dolls, or played a guitar, or 
loved playing sport. Facilitating that human 
connection is fundamental to making the 
Holocaust relevant to Australian school children 
in the 21st century. Nazism defined itself by the 
way it excluded groups. What our Museum seeks 
to cultivate is a space that is inclusive and in doing 

The survivor is sharing their story and when they 
do so, they sometimes relive their memories. 
The audience is also transported by the story. 
Listening to the survivor, the students are forced 
to confront the fact that the Jews who were 
persecuted and murdered under the Third Reich, 
over 70 years ago, on the other side of the world, 
are not ink on a page but are human beings made 
of flesh and blood, just like the human being 
talking to them.

When visitors listen to a survivor they are 
listening to a person who is often many decades 
older than them. The survivor, whether from 
Poland, Romania, Czechoslovakia or Germany, 
grew up in a very different cultural milieu. I 
strongly believe that interacting with a person 
from a different background is crucial in enabling 
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The people 
listening to a 
survivor realise 
that we are not 
all alike, and 
we should not 
seek to limit our 
differences. Our 
differences speak 
to the richness 
and diversity 
of the human 
experience.
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testimony and the possibility of education playing 
a role in genocide prevention’. It was a speculative 
paper in which I argued that survivor testimony 
must play a crucial role in genocide education. 
Furthermore, I contended that education 
about genocide that fully incorporates survivor 
testimony, is a way to help foster empathy and 
in doing so, could help prevent future acts of 
genocide or violations of human rights.

When schools visit the Museum, teachers 
repeatedly provide feedback as to the impact 
of survivor testimony. Hearing the testimony of 
a Holocaust survivor has a profound emotional 
impact and helps cultivate empathy for the 
victims of the Holocaust. The work carried out 
by the Sydney Jewish Museum takes place in 
a very particular cultural milieu, specifically, 
a democratic and liberal society that is not 
experiencing dramatic social, or economic, 
upheaval. Nonetheless, I believe the programs 
run by the Sydney Jewish Museum could provide 
a blueprint for creating educational programs 
that cultivate emotional and intellectual empathy 
for victims of genocide, and other violations of 
human rights. 

Each year, the Education team runs four 
teacher-training seminars in order to assist 
teachers with their Holocaust education program. 
At the end of the seminar we ask the teachers 
to provide us with anonymous feedback on the 
seminar. When the teachers are asked: “Which 
session did you find most interesting and why?” 
they invariably reply that the session with the 
Holocaust survivors is the most meaningful. A 
teacher who attended a recent seminar wrote the 
following response:

“The session with the survivors was so 
empowering (and emotional). Something special 
that will stay with me always.” 

Hearing the testimony of a Holocaust survivor 
is, in some respects, even more important for 
teachers. When teachers form a personal and 
emotional connection with the Holocaust, it 
means that they will understand the necessity 
and complexity of Holocaust education. As this 
individual teacher wrote, hearing, as she did, 

so, our Museum rejects everything that Nazism 
stood for. Our visitors are invited to celebrate the 
fact that there are distinct Jewish cultural and 
religious identities and that our differences are 
something we should celebrate, not annihilate. 

In July this year I attended a conference in 
Brisbane for the International Association of 
Genocide Studies. The theme of the conference 
was “Preventing Genocide” and I delivered a 
paper titled: ‘Voices from the Ashes: Survivor 

 Holocaust survivor 
Eddie Jaku OAM.

Dr Ari Lander Education Officer

Voices from the Ashes: Shoah survivor testimony  
in the Sydney Jewish Museum
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Congratulating the

SYDNEY JEWISH MUSEUM
for restoring a vital part of our history

three Holocaust survivors in conversation on a 
panel was an emotional experience. But it was 
also empowering. 

What impact does hearing the testimony 
of a survivor have on a school student?
The survivors all receive dozens of letters from 
students who make the time and effort, often out 
of their own initiative, to share what it meant to 
them to have a survivor share their story. 

Let me use just one response that Eddie Jaku 
OAM received from a student in order to illustrate 
how profound the impact can be:

“I had the extraordinary honour of hearing the 
incredible and touching story of Eddie… Eddie 
has such an inspirational story. I have heard 

many versions of Holocaust recounts, but none 
that have touched me like this. Eddie moved me 
in such a way that my heart was crying in awe 
and admiration of the strength and perseverance 
he engrained into himself throughout his 
experiences… I went home and retold Eddie’s 
story almost word for word to my family and, just 
as I was brought to tears in that auditorium, I was 
brought to tears in the living room of my house.” 
K.M., Wyong Christian Community School

The voices of our Holocaust survivors are 
crucial in enabling students to grapple with the 
human legacy of the Holocaust. While we have 
their voices we must cherish their humour, their 
wisdom and their insight. But we must also never 
forget that their words are drenched in tears. sjm

The voices of our 
Holocaust 
survivors are 
crucial in 
enabling 
students to 
grapple with the 
human legacy of 
the Holocaust. 
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The three month job that’s lasted 23 years 
Tinny Lenthen Library Manager

Thanks to the generosity of the Fulop family and 
a sizeable grant from the NSW government, the 
library was soon able to acquire a computer – the 
Museum’s very first – and specialised software for 
a user-friendly catalogue system.

The library now styles itself as a ‘Resource 
Centre’, and its collection numbers more than 8,000 
items, including books, journals, audio-visual 
material, newspaper articles and education kits. 

The collection offers access to The Shoah 
Foundation’s massive repository of survivor 
testimonies as part of the centre’s extensive oral 
history collection. The oral history section also 
includes the Caplan-Kwiet collection of interviews 
with local Holocaust survivors recorded in the 
1980s, as well as the more recent oral histories 
gathered by Jacqui Wasilewsky for the Museum’s 
Community Stories Program.

Our electronic resources include access 
to a Yad Vashem database in which several 
fundamental questions regarding the Holocaust 
are discussed by eminent scholars. The Museum 
was the first institution outside Yad Vashem to be 
granted access to this database.

At the same time, the collection has broadened 
its outlook, expanding beyond the Holocaust to 
cover other genocides, including the Cambodian, 
Armenian and Rwandan, in preparation for the 
Museum’s Holocaust and Human Rights Centre. 

The entire collection is accessible via the 
Museum’s website, opening the Resource Centre’s 
treasures to a vast number of potential users who 
might otherwise have not even been aware of 
their existence. 

The increasing ease of digital access has been 
paralleled by the growing number of people 
who visit the Museum in person. The centre has 
become an increasingly important resource for 
students ranging from primary school children 
to post-doctoral researchers. The library has 
extended its scope to reflect changes in school 
curriculums, which are now concerned with more 
general subjects such as racism, multiculturalism, 
civics and human rights.

Over the decades, the centre has been used 
extensively by the Museum’s staff: its education 

In 1994, my cousin Eva Reed, a child 
survivor and volunteer at the Sydney 
Jewish Museum, told me that the 
Museum was about to establish a 
library and was looking for a librarian. 
“They want someone for just a few 
months,” she said, “… just long 
enough to set up the library. Then the 
volunteers will take over and run it.”

It didn’t quite work out that way. The Museum 
soon recognised that the volunteers would need 
the continuing support of a qualified librarian. It’s 
been my good fortune to fill that role.

The focus of the collection is the Holocaust, a 
seemingly inexhaustible subject that generates 
an ever-increasing number of books, journal 
articles and other material. The collection also 
covers Australian Jewish history, German history 
and – sadly but inevitably – the long history of 
antisemitism.

The collection is now such a central part of the 
Museum’s activities, that it is surprising to recall 
that there was no library when the Museum 
opened its doors 25 years ago. Fortunately, the 
Australian Association of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors and Descendants decided to remedy that.

Encouraged by the Museum’s founder, John 
Saunders AO, members of the association – 
notably Alex Weinberger, Maurice Shell and Stan 
Grossman – set about raising money for a sizeable 
collection of Holocaust-related material suitable 
for all ages and educational levels to complement 
the work of the Museum.

The Association also gathered relevant books, 
personal testimonies and other items from its 
own members as the basis of a collection. The 
material was housed in bookshelves lining the 
walls of the Museum’s original boardroom and 
was officially opened as a library by former Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke AC in April of 1995. 

Initially, however, it was a library without a 
catalogue; not so much as a single index card. 

 The collection 
is now such a 

central part of 
the Museum’s 

activities, that it 
is surprising to 

recall that there 
was no library 

when the Museum 
opened its doors 

25 years ago.
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Children in Germany in the 1930s? What happened 
to the Jews of Fiume, Italy, during the war? Would 
we help a student from Keio University in Japan 
with his studies of Holocaust literature? Could we 
help an actress researching a TV role learn about 
the experience of German Jewish women who 
came to Australia in the 1950s?

In the past quarter of a century the library 
has moved twice from its cramped beginnings 
in the boardroom, firstly to what were once the 
administrative offices and now to its present 
location as part of the Education Resource Centre.

Over its relatively short life, the centre’s 
collection has become a unique resource, 
informing the Sydney community, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish. The Jewish community’s 
recognition of the collection’s value is reflected 
not only in gifts of money to fund acquisitions, but 
also through the donation of personal libraries.

As the Museum becomes more and more the 
public face of the Jewish community, so will the 
Library and Resource Centre grow in importance 
as a centre of learning. sjm

department, resident historian Prof Konrad Kwiet, 
and curatorial staff, to research new exhibitions. 
The centre’s Holocaust Survivor Registry has 
proved an extremely useful tool for the Museum’s 
education and curatorial departments and 
can also be used in conjunction with the Visual 
History Archive.

The Resource Centre is also the first stop 
for many family history buffs, particularly 
those whose families have been touched by 
the Holocaust. Members of the Sydney Jewish 
community who have come from South Africa and 
Zimbabwe, for example, are now exploring what 
happened to members of their extended families 
who remained in Lithuania, Latvia and Poland. 
Reuniting families separated by time and the 
Holocaust is deeply satisfying for the library’s still 
largely volunteer staff. 

Beyond family history, we receive an 
extraordinary range of inquiries from the public 
here and overseas via email, phone and letter as 
well as personal visits. Do we have information on 
the Gross-Breesen Training Camp for Jewish 

Over its relatively 
short life, the 
centre’s collection 
has become a 
unique resource, 
informing the 
Sydney community, 
both Jewish and 
non-Jewish. 

 The new Education 
and Resource Centre.

 Students in the library.

 Clipping from the 
Australian Jewish News, 
21 October 1994: Librarian 
Tinny Lethen (right) with 
volunteer Zipi Neustadt.
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From amongst the many received this year…

Visitors’ Comments

“ This museum displayed wonderful historical 
aspects of the culture and life of Jewish people 
throughout history as well as covering the 
harrowing tragedy that is the holocaust … I strongly 
recommend going! Jamai O’Malley ✸✸✸✸✸

Taught our children the evil of war and the 
devastating things that can be brought about 
by either man’s action or inaction. Talking with 
Lotte who survived Auschwitz was such a moving 
experience. We will never forget.  
Paolo Hernando ✸✸✸✸✸

Total experience really worthwhile. Lucky 
enough to view updated museum with excellent 
volunteers and in particular to listen to the story 
of a survivor. Suzie Rooney ✸✸✸✸✸

Great museum, spent four hours in the museum 
and I would surely go again since there are plenty 
more things to see. Hugo St-Amant ✸✸✸✸✸

Really informative and the design layout is 
spectacular. Vimbai Murambi ✸✸✸✸✸

Wonderful place to learn about modern Jewish 
history and particularly Australian Jewish history. 
Motti Seligson ✸✸✸✸✸

A must for parents wishing to teach their children 
about humanity and the importance of living 
beyond face value. Deanna Gingell ✸✸✸✸✸

Was here five months ago. Very informative and 
one of the best museums in Sydney. 
Marizel Pabuayon Cabantog ✸✸✸✸✸

Very touching experience. It’s so dense and 
filled with information that I’ll have to go back to 
absorb more. Loved it. Bruno Moulin ✸✸✸✸✸

It was amazing and overwhelming at the same 
time. The wall art of the various shops where 
people brought skills and traded in Sydney is 
lovely. Museums like this need to be here to 
remind us of just how evil the world can be. It 
saddens me that a people/a tribe experienced this 
hatred, it truly breaks my heart. 
Lachelle Uzcategui-Gaymon ✸✸✸✸✸

This museum is like no other. I took the guided 
tour with Gerald who gave great insight into the 
horrors and the courage of the past. I stayed after 
the tour as there was so much to see. You could 
not see this museum without being moved greatly. 
I highly recommend it. Jackie Bee ✸✸✸✸✸

Such a heartbreakingly beautiful testament to 
the Jewish faith and its people. Very informative 
and inspiring place with wonderful volunteers. 
Kelly Cox ✸✸✸✸✸

Privileged to have taken my family to this 
wonderful place. Both enlightening and heart 
wrenching to learn of the plight of the Jewish 
people. Henry Wise ✸✸✸✸✸

Enjoyed every minute … so well laid out … very 
interesting … loved all the history in the place xx 
Lyn Williams ✸✸✸✸✸

Thank you to Olga! You spoke to the Kambala 
students so candidly about your experiences 
during the Nazi Occupation of Czechoslovakia and 
the terrible treatment that you received during 
WWII in the concentration camp. As a Holocaust 
survivor it is so important that you courageously 
share your story and that of your beautiful family. 
God bless you. Leanne Claringbold ✸✸✸✸✸

They say: If we do not learn from the past – we 
are doomed to repeat it. This Jewish Museum will 
open your eyes to the Truth of our past so 
together we can learn to make our futures safer 



believe someone so articulate and passionate can 
run such an in-depth tour with such gusto without 
even being paid for the amazing work she does! 
Absolutely fantastic museum, will definitely be 
back. Kal Slater ✸✸✸✸✸

This is a magnificent collection, stretching from 
Biblical times right through to the current 
Australian Jewish community. Particularly 
fantastic are the street schema of old Sydney 
Town and the (current) ‘Closer’ exhibit. Any 
empaths need to be thoroughly prepared before 
braving the stories contained here. Will return! 
Sarah Spear ✸✸✸✸✸

and much kinder … A Must Visit for all who want to 
live Respectfully in Peace. Wayne Perkins ✸✸✸✸✸

We spent a very confronting afternoon at the 
museum. It has recently been refurbished and the 
displays were excellent. We had a guided tour 
around the museum and the guide was very 
knowledgeable. This museum should be visited 
by everyone, so they can witness and appreciate 
the horrific things mankind can do to one another. 
Teresa Malyon ✸✸✸✸✸

Absolutely excellent! So informative and 
touching, a great way to spend an afternoon. Our 
guide Stella was absolutely incredible! I can’t ”
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Safeguarding memory

Your major gift or endowment will help the Museum  
to expand its  education programs and ensure  
the victims of the Holocaust are never forgotten. 
Contact Rob Shneider on 02 8036 0136 or  
email rschneider@sjm.com.au for a  
confidential discussion about how you can help.

Horizontal half bequest ad1.indd   1 31/10/17   4:08 pm



Pictured are some of the books written by Holocaust survivors
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Chocolate to Anzac Biscuits
George Sternfeld

 

 Chocolate 
to   Anzac Biscuits

George Sternfeld

George Sternfeld’s unique personal journey 
is characterised by struggle and resolve. 

His story of escape, survival and 

migration is a backdrop for the turbulent 

times into which he was born. His story 

encompasses his family’s survival of the 

Holocaust in icy Siberia, a return to post-war, still antisemitic, 

Communist Poland, and eventual migration to the safe 

haven of Australia.

Through the trials and tribulations of a quest for new 

beginnings and normality Chocolate to Anzac Biscuits is a 

testament to the determination and spirit of man to rise 

above impossible circumstances and remain human at all 

costs. With warmth, humour and at times profound sadness 

George Sternfeld gets to the heart of the essential truth to 

which his experiences have led him – that memories honour 

life and love is the antidote that provides healing.

Jacqui Wasilewsky

Project Manager, Community Stories

Sydney Jewish Museum

George Sternfeld final CVR.indd   1 8/10/09   8:36:51 PM
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A selection of Speeches
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S
u

rv
iv

in
g

 S
u

rv
iv

a
l

In 1944, 16 year-old Marika Cierer’s youthful world in 
the sleepy Slovakian town of Košice was turned 

upside down. Months later her family was transported to 
Auschwitz. Only Marika and her sister Edith survived. 
In 1950 Marika, her husband, Alex Weinberger, and 
their infant daughter, Kathy, migrated to Australia. 

As they set about rebuilding their lives, Marika and 
Alex knew that the loss of family, culture and innocence 
would never leave them. Any attempt to put aside the 
catastrophic years of the Holocaust would not only 
betray those who perished, but would rob an ever-
forgetful humanity of two living voices of conscience. 

As part of the remnant of European Jewry, Marika 
saw her life as a fourfold journey: to ensure the future 
of her children; to personally survive survival; to support 
fellow survivors, and to remind the world where 
prejudice and hatred can so easily lead.

Coupled with brief excerpts from her life, Surviving 
Survival is a collection of Marika’s speeches. 

For her contribution to society, Marika was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australia, in 2001.
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Major Sponsor

There is a large selection of books  
available at the Musuem shop
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Our sincere thanks to our generous donors for their ongoing support

Donor Recognition (1 July 2016 – 30 June 2017)

Platinum Patrons
Hofmanis, Joseph & Rina
Jacobs, George & Hirshorn, Janice
Levy, Erna
Lyons, Andrew & Liza
Pollack, Renee
Pynt, Greg & Renee
Scheinberg, David & Eva
Shein, Steven
Suntup, Joel & Sheila

Gold Patrons 
Anonymous
Bachmayer, David & Maxine
Berson, Bernard & Lynne
Block, Rosemary
Boas, Eddy & Donna
Brieger, Geoffrey
Burnett, Leslie & Pojer, Ruth
Bush, Sam
Cunio, Catherine
Edelstein, Walter
Fink, Leon
Fuchs, Cedric & Esther
Garret Riggleman Trust 
Glover, David & Barbara
Goldberg, David
Green, Phillip & Vivien
Grossberg, David & Jenny
Hilton, Michelle
Hoenig, Richard & Stern, Sharon
Hopp, Max & Julia
Jackson, Gordon
Kaldor, John & Milgrom, Naomi
Kam, Garry & Benita
Katz, Ervin & Judy
Kennedy, John & Roslyn
Koster-Bowmer, Evelyn
Lehrer, Adele
Lehrer, Gus & Nanna
Liberman, Adam & Vicki
Linden, Alex & Rosemary
Markovic, Renee
Mayer, Guido & Rita
Mitchell, Tony & Robin
Moss, Steven & Carol

Pillars of the Museum 
Kamenev, Leon & Simona
Lehrer, Gus & Nanna
Magid, Robert & Ruth
Shand, Greg & Kathy

Endowment Fund 
Pelerman Holdings Pty Ltd
Sonnenschein, Egon & Miriam
Wakil, Isaac & Susan

Major Sponsors
Jewish Communal Appeal
NAB

Bequests 
Braun, Harry
Clarke, Vera
Hanley, Martin
Roberts, Richard
Segura, Maurice
Taft Hendry, Senta

Major Donors
Goodman, Benjamin & Ellen
Kamenev, Leon & Simona
Kleibert, Ruth
Mendel, Barry & Edith
Penn, Evan & Natalie
Perelberg, Harry & Rita
Stang, Maurie & Vivien 
Stern, Barry
Topper Families
VGI Partners
Ziegler, John & Mary 

Honorary Auditors 
Thomas Davis & Company

Honorary Solicitor
Peter Wayne & Associates

Diamond Patron
Phillips, Millie

Nemes, David & Talia
Pallavicini, Stephen & Maja
Potts, Brent & Pauline
Randall, Roy & Jennifer
Revay, George & Beah
Rosenberg, Andrew & Lesley
Ross, David
Salkinder, Myra
Shein, Jonathan & Michelle
Solomon, Ezekiel
Spigelman, Allan
Stanley, Tom & Dalia
Staub, Phillip & Vidor, Jackie
Szekely, Les & Sue
Thomas, Rob
Topper, Brian & Evelyn
Triguboff, Michael & Eleonora
Weiss, Gary

Silver Patrons
America, Michael & Melanie
Anonymous
Baskin, Clive & Marlene
Belfer, John
Birnbaum, Philip & Beverley
Bishop, Anthony
Bloch, Mark
Blumberg, Gabriel & Margot
Boyarsky, Alexander & Vera
Browne, Garry & Robyn
Browne, Wesley & Sari
Ceylon, Jennifer
Curran, Charles & Eva
Foster, George & Margaret
Freeman, Ron & Susanne
Freilich, Valmae
Furedy, Christine
Gesikowski, Genia
Glanz, Steven & Joanne
Glassman, Kenneth & Wendy
Goldberg, Jerome & Kathy
Goldstein, David & Jenny
Goldstein, Michael & Dorothy
Green, Antony
Halas, Anthony & Andie
Herbert, Bernard & Russel
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Donor Recognition (1 July 2016 – 30 June 2017)

Bronze Patrons 
Anonymous
Ben-Sefer, Daniel
Beran, Roy & Maureen
Bloomfield, George & Shirley
Breen, Tom & Kohn, Rachael
Briggs, Henry & Miriam
Cohen, Andrew & Hilary
Cooper, David & Dorrie
Davis, Ralph
Elias, Benjamin
Elison, Barry & Patty
Farquer, Giovanni
Gaensler, Bryan & Bugg,  

Laura Beth
Glass, Joseph & Kate
Glazer, Harry & Naomi
Goldschmidt, Jeremy & Nicola
Goldstein, Gloria
Goldstein, Ross & Morvyth
Gonski, Peter & Michelle
Gottlieb, Eric & Hana
Gould, Gary & Rita
Grinberg, Reg & Kathie
Gruenewald, Simon & Hilary
Handley, Judith
Hardy, David & Gilda
Harrison, Maurice & Belina
Hershon, Jennifer
Higgins, Paula
Isaacs, Mark & Barbara
Jaku, Andre & Eva
Jankelowitz, Stephen & Brenda
Kaldor, Judith
Kalowski, Steven & Andrea
Kerr, Denise
Kidron, Danny & Jeanette
Klug, Peter & Gottlieb, Julie
Kraindler, Mary
Langley, Eugenia
Lenthen, Greg & Tinny
Lipton, Nory & Libby
Loewensohn, Trevor & Susan
Michael, Gary & Karen
Midalia, Neil & Karen
Naumburger, Ingrid

Hilton, Jeffrey & Coleman, 
Suzanne

Jackson, Cynthia
Jaku, Eddie & Flore
Karney, Julien & Miller, Renecia
Kessler, David & Janet
Kirby, Ann
Klein, Jake & Debbie
Korn, Yvonne
Landerer, John & Michelle
Leibowitz, Tony & Louise
Levis, Rodney & Lynette
Linker, Fred & Debbie
Linz, Sam & Barbara
Loblay, Karen
Lopacinski, Christine
Matrai, Agnes
Meyer, Paul & Mia
Michael, Gary & Karen
Nebenzahl, Irena
Nes, Ron & Jill
Newman, Terry & Anne
Opit, Julius & Judy
Palmer, Phillip & Eva
Perl, Peter & Yvonne
Pratt, Lynette
Ronai, Egon
Roth, John & Segal, Jillian
Royal, Peter & Linda
Sackville, Ronald & Pam
Sapir, Elizabeth
Segal, Stephen & Carol
Selecki, Yvonne
Sheldon, Peter
Sherman, Brian & Gene
Shnier, Robin & Jacqui
Silvers, Greta
Smorgon, Barry & Sandra
Stein, Phillip & Caron
Steinweg, Jeffrey & Sandra
Symonds, Elizabeth
Temple, John & Rose
Topper, Victor & Sandra

Newman, Terry & Anne
Robinson, Halina
Ross, Eddie & Leora
Rothman, Stephen & Sandra
Rubenstein, Jeffrey
Salamon, Manfred & Linda
Samer, Paul & Spiro, Michelle
Sharpe, John & Armstrong, Claire
Shore, Vivian & Lynne
Silvers, Michael & Kleviansky, Hazel
Sister Simone
Solomon, Norma
Spira, Henry & Judy
Stern, Alan & Kerry
Stein, Myer
Swieca, Robert
Symonds, Robert & Geraldine
Teitler, Mildred
Torsh, Daniela
Warnock, Neil & Vicky
Wasserman, Tony & Margot
Winestock, Vita

Benefactor Members
Anger, Avi & Dana
Angles, Emery & Anne
Anonymous
Beck, David & Anna
Bender, Ruth
Brandon, Sidney & Julie
Cappe, David & Naomi
Caunt, Peter & Rosie
Challis, Daniel & Kennedy, Debra
Chersky, Daniel & Natalie
Chipkin, Pearl
Chotiner, Norbert
Cossman, Esther
Diamond, Michael & Jane
Ehrlich, Josh & Sutton, Bev
Felberman, Vivienne
Fischl, Alex & Rosalind
Garlick, Bradley & Beverley
Gelber, Norman & Sue
Gerber, Samuel & Eva
Goldberg, Ivan & Vera
Goldschmidt, Vivienne
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Exhibition Sponsors
Closer: Portraits of Survival
JCA Szlamek and Ester Lipman  

Memorial Endowment Fund

I am My Brother’s Keeper
Major Donors
Roth, John & Segal, Jillian 
Roth, Stanley & Charmaine
Donors
Balint, Peter & Marianne
Center, Stephen & Yola
Gerichter, Yitzhak & Susan
Grinston, Family 
Grynberg, Families 
Jakubowicz, Andrew &  

Moustafine, Mara
Korten, Hans
Moss, Joel & Ziva
Mowszowski, Chanan & Shelly
Mowszowski, Raffy & Mandy
Mowszowski, Zalman & Aviva 
Pryer, Ian & Beverly
Royal, Evelyn
Royal, Peter & Linda
Sapir, Elizabeth
Weyland, Marcel
Wolff, Levi & Chanie

General Donors
Aarons, Cyril
Abeshouse, Arnold
Abeshouse, Norman & Ruth
Abraham, Adele
Abrahams, David
Abrahams, Dorothy
Abrams, Charles
Abrams, Jack & Jeanette
Adams, Jane
Adler, Agnes
Adler, Frank & Helen
Adler, Rhona
Adno, Kevin & Carly
Akres, Albert & Eve
Alexander, Bob & Rene
Alexander, Carol

Goldstein, Nancye
Gottlieb, Stephen &  

Cass-Gottlieb, Gina
Harrison-Provenzano, Michelle
Hearst, Kitty
Julliard, Jean-Pierre & Barbara
Keen, Paul & Emilie
Lehrer, Eugenie
Lesnie, David
Levin, Gary & Roz
Lewis, Peter & Liliane
Loewy, Tom & Susie
Masnick, Anthony & Eva
Milston, David & Jeanette
Nathan, Mark & Vrieze, Maraje
Nathan, Ruth
Pizem, Wolfie & Karen
Rabinowitz, Dennis & Joan
Samuels, Sam & Avril
Scheinberg, Adam & Stewart, Kate
Shavit, Danny & Pauline
Sheldon, Edith
Sher, Doron
Sinclair, Agnes
Swieca, Edith
Tal, Yosi & Derryn
Wechsler, Alfred & Julie
Wenkart, Tom
Wiesner, Bella
Wine, David & Marilyn
Woods, Michael & Tate, Linda
Woods, Rita

Program Sponsors
Carole & Gerry Goldberg  

Education Fund
Gutman, Michael & Karen
Kirby, Ann 
Silvers, Greta
Simons, David & Rattata
Solomon, Bruce & Barbara
Wecksler, Stanley & Gloria

Alexander, Stella
Allen, Adrian & Jessika
Allen, Neville & Greta
Alter, Ian & Jenny
Amoils, Cedric & Sarah
Anderson, Tim
Anger, Avi & Dana
Anonymous
Appel, Marian
Appleberg, Michael & June
Apterman, Leo
Arnaez, Alberto
Arndt, Miriam
Back, Ralph & Sandy
Bahar, Diana
Bahar, Judy
Bainbridge, Vera
Balint, John & Susan
Balkin, Muriel
Balkind, Joy
Ban, Ivan
Barnard, Ross
Basger, Ben & Arlene
Baskin, Dennis & Sharon
Bateman, Meridith
Batty, James
Bear, Myrl
Bear, Susan
Beatty, Maureen
Beck, David & Anna
Beck, Trevor & Lorrain
Been, Denise
Ben Shmuel, Aryeh
Bender, Ruth
Bendersky, Leon & Sophia
Berger, Eva
Berger, Michael & Jane
Berkowitz, Doris
Berman, Eric & Robyn
Bernstein, Hylton & Hilary
Besnyoe, Oscar
Biggs, Daniel & Jacquie
Biggs, Martin & Genia
Binstock, Jakob
Bitel, Eva
Black-Gutman, Dasia Th
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Our sincere thanks to our generous donors for their ongoing support

Donor Recognition (1 July 2016 – 30 June 2017)

Cohen, Harry
Cohen, Anthony
Cohen, Ben
Cohen, David & Yvonne
Cohen, Esther
Cohen, Philip & Helen
Collins, Alexander & Micaela
Conway, Roger & Alexandra
Cowan, Renate
Cox, Sue
Cromer, Tom & Ruth
Cron, Ruth
Dale, Jacquie
Danon, Albert & Dinah
Davey, Lucy
Davis, Terry & Sue
de Leon, Gabrilo & Ana
De Vries, Wilhelmina
Devai, Ivan & Judy
Dhanoa, Dalbir
Diamond, Michael & Jane
Diamond, Viv & Naomi
Diamond, Wendy
Dixon, Catriona
Doctor, Daphne
Doctors, Lawrence & Helen
Dor, Gad & Carol
Dukes, Claire
Dunkel, Julia
Dunn, Zinovy & Vera
Eckowitz, Roy & Nurit
Ehrlich, Fred & Shirley
Ehrlich, Josh & Sutton, Bev
Eidus, Robert
Einfeld, Maadi
Eisman, Jeffrey & Judy
Elais, Haviva
Elfer, Kay
Ellison, Lindsay
Elsass, Anne
Emanuel, David
Emanuel, Robert & Mary
Engel, Eva
Engelman, Eva
Engelman, Yvonne
Enoch, Kuba & Kitty

Blackman, Dena
Blanks, Christine
Blieden, Beulah
Blight-Jones, Patricia
Block, David & Naomi
Bloomfield, Michael & Linda
Blumenthal, Norman & Caron
Blumenthal, Simon & Ruth
B’nai B’rith Bargain Bazaar
B’nai B’rith Foundation
B’nai B’rith NSW Inc.
Bogan, Victor & Matilda
Bortz, Peter & Jenny
Braham, Belinda
Brandl, Judith
Brandon, Sidney & Julie
Brieger, David & Hertzberg, Susan
Britton, Tony & Charmene
Brosan, Alisa
Brown, Julie
Browne, Wesley & Sari
Buchen, Peter & Kathy
Budai, Gabriel & Catherine
Burger, Diane
Burke, Glenda
Burrell, Joy
Bursztyn, Arie & Edith
Burt, Ina
Cadry, Edward & Eva
Cahn, Ingeborg
Cameron, Ralph
Cappe, David & Naomi
Cass, Bettina
Caunt, Peter & Rosie
Center, Stephen & Yola
Challis, Daniel & Kennedy, Debra
Chalmers, Michael & Bourke, Chris
Chalom, Greg
Charif, Ian & Bernice
Cher, Ivan & Ursula
Chersky, Daniel & Natalie
Chersky, Vladimir & Irina
Chipkin, Pearl
Chirlian, Carol
Chong, Michelle
Christian Outreach College

Erber, George & Anne
Eshel, Peter & Judy
Fabuler, Lydia
Falk, Rachel
Feigen, Zelda
Feinstein, Philip
Feldman, Serena
Fenyo, Peter & Julie
Ferman, Michael & Ficheman, Sandra
Fest, Rudy & Shura
Filler, Robert & Marika
Finkelstein, Doreen
Finkelstein, Harry
Firestone, Karen
Fischer, Magda
Fischer, Danny & Rachel
Fischer, Joseph & Loraine
Fischer, Michael & Barbara
Fischl, Alex & Rosalind
Fleischer, John & Anne
Fleming, George
Fletcher, Elna
Forbath, Thomas & Magda
Forsher, Lotte
Frank, Rachael
Frank, Stanley & Michele
Frankel, Michael
Frankfurter, Erna
Frater, Charles
Frauenfelder, Lynette
Fredericks, Allen & Dolores
Freedman, Robin & Flekser, Lori
Freedman, Rod & Lesley
Freedman-Lobel, Marion
Freeland, Michael & Evelyn
Freeman, Les
Freiman, Ida
Freiman, Marcelle
Fremder, Maurice
Freuden, Hilary
Frey, George (Horst)
Fridman, Joey & Miri
Fried, Anna
Friedgut, Martin & Adrienne
Friedlander, Michael & Annie
Friedman, Ben & Eve
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Goulburn, Alan & Lesley
Goulston, Kerry
Govendir, Aaron
Green, Ben & Clayman, Helen
Green, Christina
Green, Michael & Judy
Green, Stanley & Linda
Green, Tim & Melisande
Grojnowski, George & Ella
Grossman, Thomas & Susan
Grunstein, Barbara
Grunstein, Harry
Guralnek, Leslie & Safrira
Gyorfy, Ilona
Haimovitch, Yehuda & Riva
Halpern, Anne
Hamor, George & Romaine
Harland, Margaret
Harris, Christine
Harrison, Kenneth & Kowalski, 

Hanna
Hart, Axel
Hauser, Gerda
Haworth, Kati
Hearst, Kitty
Hedges, Ann
Helprin, Sam & Sheila
Hemphill, Michael & Anthea
Herman, Alan & Jennifer
Herman, Shirley
Hes, Jose
Heymann, Steve & Gillian
Hill, James & Christine
Hillinger, Eve
Hilton, Kitty
Hilton, Margot
Hoffman, Cecil & Norma
Hoffman, Mark & Lee
Holmes, Virginia
Holt, Brenton
Horak, Olga
Hotz, Julian & Ilana
Huber, Rina
Illing, Nelly
Irving, Peter & Erlanger
Irving, Marjan

Friedman, Mozelle
Fromm, Gilbert & Temple, Eva
Froneman, Des & Liane
Fulop, Erika
Gabor, Ecaterina (Cati)
Gal, John & Judith
Gandel, John & Pauline
Garden, Bernd
Gardos, Ruth
Garlick, Bradley & Beverley
Gassner, Kitty
Gelber, Norman & Sue
Gelgor, Chani
Gellert, Robert & Marie
Gerber, Lisa
Gerber, Samuel & Eva
Gergely, Stephen & Edith
Geyer, Robert & Kainer Geyer, 

Agnes
Ginsberg, Neil & Wendy
Glass, Freda
Glass, Helen
Glasser, Mackie & Rhona
Glassman, Kenneth & Wendy
Gold, Brian & Susie
Gold, Joseph & Susan
Goldberg, Eleanor
Goldberg, Ivan & Vera
Goldberg, Lesley
Goldberg, Terence
Goldstein, Gloria
Goldstein, Nancye
Good2give
Goodrich, Benjamin & Mason, 

Evelyn
Goorevich, Leo
Goot, Etla
Goot, Michael & Rochelle 
Gordon, Moi & Joyce
Gorfinkel, Ian & Melanie
Got, Arpad & Kitty
Gotleib, Harold
Gottheiner, Barry & Isabel
Gottlieb, Paula
Gottlieb, Stephen & Cass
Gottlieb, Gina

Irwin, Peter
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Libter, David
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Lampert, Richard & Diane
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Layman, David & Helen
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Lechem, Henry & Susan
Leder, John
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Lee, Godfrey & Eda
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Meyer, Pierre
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Morris, Moshe & Hadassa
Morris, Rae
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Moses, Daniel & Camberg, Kim
Moses, Judah
Mt St Michael’s College
Muddle, Ian & Leslie
Muraben, David & Ida
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Rothfield, Neville
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Rozen, Alan & June
Rozenman, Leon
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Ruch, Reuven
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Schachat, Michael
Schapiro, Colin & Melanie
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Schwartz, Karen
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Sharp, Harold
Shavit, Danny & Pauline
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Shell, Adam & Jordana
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Sher, Lucille
Sher, Shirley

Palmer, Phillip & Eva 
Parker, Alfred & Elizabeth
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Pencharz, Jack & Rosalie
Penny, Ron & Naomi
Perelberg, Harry & Rita
Perko, Helen
Perko, Livia
Perosin, Francesco
Perry, Stephen & Louise
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Phillips, Adam
Phillips, Vanda
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Pizem, Wolfie & Karen
Pliner, Ralph & Sybil
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Radomsky, Len & Cecile
Ralph, Matt & Lenthen, Kate
Ratner, Leon & Ruth
Rayner, Matthew
Reed, Eva
Reich, Sam & Kavlyn
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Robson, Meg
Rome, Frank & Helene
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Rosenfield, Solomon & Bella
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Skalsky, Michael & Pat
Skapinker, Alan & Diane
Slattery, Genevieve
Smith, Monika
Snow, David
Snow, Harry & Yvonne
Snow, Lola
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Steinthal, Ivan
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Wayne, Peter & Lily
Wechsler, Alfred & Julie
Wechsler, Ian & Helene
Weinberg, Henry & Ruth
Weiner, Eli
Weingarten, Heinz & Yaffa
Weiss, Bernard & Sarah
Weiss, David & Nelly
Weiss, Sam & Garb-Weiss, Judy
Weiss, Tony & Jackie
Weissberger, Fred
Werdiger, Shlomo & Shirla
Werner, Lisa
Wesek, Julian & Minnie
White, Eugene
Whitten, David & Krasnostein, Jan
Wilmot, Paul &  

Bloom, Gabriel & Robyn
Bloom, Ilan & Dalia
Bloom, Joshua & Naomi
Blum, David
Blumberg, Martin & Judy
Bogan, Victor & Matilda
Bowmer, Robyn & Koster
Bowmer, Evelyn
Boyarsky, Alexander & Vera
Braun, Brenda
Brodaty, Henry & Karoline
Browne, Garry & Robyn
Burger, Mary
Burman, Jenny
Bursztyn, Arie & Edith
Caraian, Cheryl
Charif, Ian & Bernice
Charny, Ilse
Chersky, Vladimir & Irina
Chirlian, Carol
Chladek, Lucy & Carmel
Cohen, Avron & Jean
Cohen, Danny & Carmel
Cohen, Mark & Carin
Cohen, Roy & Jennifer
Cooper, David & Dorrie
Dale, Jacquie
Danon, Albert & Dinah
Danos, Susie
Diamond, Viv & Naomi
Diamond, John & Wendy
Dickman, Anthony
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Engelman, Yvonne
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Fischer, Peter
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Forer, Martin & Melanie
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Freed, Helen
Freedman, Jacqueline
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Gelgor, Chani
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Grynberg, Robert & Katja
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Hendler, Yetta
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Hoffman, Cecil & Norma
Hosek, Valerie
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Hurwitz, Michael & Gilda
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Levin, Elza
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Mekler, Shoshana
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Meyer, Pierre
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Moses, Michael & Susan
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Naidel, Sally
Naumburger, Ingrid
Neustein, Michael & Janet
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North Shore Synagogue
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Novis, Raymond & Rose
Opeskin, Lynette
Oystragh, Anne-Louise
Pencharz, Jack & Rosalie
Perl, Peter & Yvonne
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Phillips, David & Susie
Port, Adam
Prag, Mark & Loren
Prager, Victor & Rita
Pryer, Ian & Beverly
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Raines, Jeff & Frances
Ratner, Leon & Ruth
Reed, David & Shlomit
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Krawitz, Aubrey & Dorit
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Sarif, Fred & Annette
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Hardy, David
Horak, Olga
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Kaldor, Judith
Kampfner, Peter 
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Lenthen, Tinny
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Magid, Ruth
Marks, Anna
Meister, Jack
Moses, Philip
Palmer, Phillip
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Pedersen, Brad
Penny, Ron & Naomi
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Seder, Vera
Seed, John
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Soschko, Eva
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Tooler, Ann
Trijbetz, Bob
van Ash, Adrian

Stern, Dafna
Stern, Walter
Stricker, Alfred & Sylvia
Stricker, Beate
Stuby, Suzanne & Ellen
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Sussman, Harry & Janine
Symon, John & Di
Symon, Joseph & Avril
Szanto, Anna
Tal, Eli & Nurit
Tarszisz, Jacob & Rosalind
Teeger, Barry & Mimi
Teicher, Maurice
Temple, Ellie
Temple, John & Rose
Tischmann, Margot
Torsh, Daniela
Tracton, Jesse & Naomi
Traub, Melvyn & Beryl
Travers, Rachel
Triguboff, Hannah
Tsitzner, Peter & Myers, Deborah
Walter, Ellen & Susanne
Warhaftig, Susan
Wechsler, Robert & Katie
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Weiner, Eran & Vanessa
Weiss, Greg & Debbi
Wills, Rod & Cathy
Wirth, Henry & Ruth
Wise, Mimi
Wolff, Carly
Wolfe, Klaudia
Wolff, Aviva
Wollner, Olga
Young, Sam
Younger, Pamela
Zarold, Joe
Zines, Lynne
Zinn, Cecil & Gail
Zweig, Sam & Rachel
Zwi, Helga
Zwi, Michele
Zwi, Sharon
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Rudzyn, Joseph & Susan
Ryba, Tony & Nicky
Salamon, Abe & Sara
Samuels, David & Susan
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Sarif, Fred & Annette
Saunders, Mathew & Debbie
Schach, Sybil
Schneeweiss, Joachim
Schneeweiss, Sybil
Schwarz, Erica
Schweizer, Norbert & Sonja
Seligman, Norman & Paula
Seligman, Greg & Feller, Landi
Shabtay, Ronnie & Lisa
Sharabi, Guy & Gina
Sharota, Dorian & Liz
Sharpe, David & Fay
Sharpe, Robert & Sharon
Sheldon, Edith
Sheldon, Peter
Sheldon, Ruth
Shell, Allan & Roma
Sher, Denise
Sher, Howard & Pam
Shteinman, Diane
Shudnow, Sandy & Yael
Simmons, David & Audrey
Singer, David & Carole
Singer, Ofira
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Skalsky, Gertie
Soicher, Jenny
Solomon, Bruce & Barbara
Solsky, Frank & Beverly
Sommer, Ray
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Sperber, Robert & Nicola
Spiro, Allan & Marian
Steen, Sydney & Yvonne
Stein, Clara
Stein, Myer & Kathy
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Reich, Gregory & Marlene
Roberts, Richard 
Seder, Michael
Seder, Vera
Topper, Brian & Evelyn
Visontay, Eva

Shop
Halm, Ruth
Molnar, Ron & Michele 
Rantissi, Michael
Steinbeck, Charmian
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Abelsohn, Gerald
Adamek, Kerry
Adamek, Peter
Aronson, Charles 
Auerbach, Joanna
Barda, Racheline
Bark, Marilyn
Bar-Mordecai, Katy
Barold, Lesley
Barrkman, Sandra
Bauer, Miriam
Bauskin, Asne
Berger, Anna 
Berger, Gabriel
Berkowitz, Doris
Black-Gutman, Dasia
Block, Rosemary
Bognar, George
Bognar, Sue
Bowman, Sara
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Charny, Ilse
Chersky, Irina
Chersky, Vladimir
Chipkin, Lucy
Chladek, Lucy
Cohen, Carin
Cohen, Helene
Cohen, Hilary
Cohen, Nikki
Cohen, Sandra
Collins, Lena

Nash, George & Gabriella
Philippsohn, Peter & Sheila
Priem, Avril
Reisner, Richard & Sue
Robertson, Michael
Robins, Steven
Rome, Jillian
Rothwell, Yates Barbara
Scheinberg, David & Eva
Segal, Isidor
Sharota, Dorian & Liz
Sirtes, Paula
Slade, Alan & Anne
Somogy, Jody
Stand Up
Steinbeck, Mrs
Steinhal, Ivan
Szededy-Maszak, Marianne
Tarszisz, Jacob & Rosalind
Tatz, Colin & Sandra
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Trucksess, Lisa
Vissel, Joe
Walder, Agnes
Wilson, Lachlan
Winter, Paul & Annette
Yehoshua, Ruby
Zwi, Helga

Plaques
Asz, Anna
Braude, Michael & Rose
Charny, Ilse
Chotiner, Norbert
Evans, Christine 
Eisman, Sylvia
Goldberg, Paulette
Green, Pauline
Halm, Ruth
Kaldor, Judith
Kaplan, Sam & Sylvia
Kaye, Elise
Kranstsfeld, Elina 
Langley, Eugenia
Moses, Shmulek
Nachum, Robert & Mandy

Whitbread, Allyn
Wiggins, Grace

Children’s Memorial Donors
Kohn, Robert & Sylvia

Library
Angles, Emery & Anne
Apostolos, George
Biggs, Martin & Genia
Black Inc. Publications
Black, Francis
B’nai B’rith
Brandl & Schlesinger
Bytwerk, Randall
Cohen, Marvin
Cranko, David & Ada
Denenberg, Steve & Sue
Erdos, Robert & Veronica
Fekete, Alan
Fisher, Michael & Eva
Flitman, Rachel
Gabrielsson, Johan
Gertier, Johan
Gertler, Robert & Eva
Gillespie, Raymond
Gold, Miri
Goldberg, Ivan & Vera
Gulawewn, Celik
Halm, Ruth
Hammett, Beate
Hartley, Vera
Hillier, Hazel
Hurwitz, Kathy
Jacobson, Lorna
Jaku, Michael & Linda
Kaldor, Judith
Kitade, Akira
Lampert, Rabbi Richard & Diane
Lander, Alexis
Lee, Godfrey & Eda
Lenthen, Greg & Tinny
Lew, Harry
Lewin, Helen
Lifschutz, Friedrich
Martin, Shuan Th
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Curtis, Dorothy 
Dalah, Michelle
Dale, Jacquie
de Leon, Ana
de Leon, Gabrilo 
Denenberg, Sue
Dickman, Janet
Drexler, Diane
Drexler, Paul
Dvuchbabny, Sapir
Dvuchbabny, Stella
Eckowitz, Nurit
Eckstein, Gary
Eckstein, Ruth
Emery, Kaylene
Encel, Sarah
Engel, Eva
Engelman, Yvonne
Enoch, Kuba
Faludi, Vera
Feuermann, William 
Finger, Rebecca 
Finkelstein, Doreen
Fischer, Peter
Fleischer, Anne
Fleming, Tom
Forbath, Magda
Forer, Melanie
Frank, Rita
Franklin, Ruth
Freuden, Hilary
Friedlander, Annie
Friedlander, Lea
Frischer, Fay
Glaser, Louise
Gold, Michael
Goldberg, Vera
Goldschmidt, Clive
Goldstein, Claire
Goldstein, Helena
Goodman, Varda
Green, Pauline
Grojnowski, George
Gross, Rebecca
Gruenpeter, Heather
Grunstein, Rose

Gruschka, John
Guenzl, Karina
Guttman-Jones, Miriam
Halas, Peter
Halas, Yvonne
Halpin, Ross
Heilig, Anne
Helfgott, David
Hellig, Lesley-Ann
Helprin, Sam
Helprin, Sheila
Herman, Michael
Hoenig, Yvonne
Hopper, Carole
Horak, Olga
Hosek, Valerie
Hough, Bette
Hurwitz, Gilda
Immerman, Marilyn
Indyk, Judith
Isaacs, Kerry
Israel, Jacqui
Israelski, Peter
Jaku, Eddie
Jaku, Michael
James, Tony
Kainer Geyer, Agnes
Kaldor, Judith
Kaldor, Lauretta
Kaplan, Beverley
Katz, Terry
Kawalsky, Alicia
Kern, Pearl
Kertesz, Debbie
Kiner, Jenny
Klarnet, Maxine
Kleiner, Sari
Klinger, Kassia
Kosmin, Karen
Kosmin, Robyn
Lazarus, Francine
Lee, Annabel
Lemberg, Litzi
Levin, Nadine
Levin, Roz
Levy, Heather

Lewin, Helen
Lewis, Morley
Lewis, Shirley
Libbert, Deidre
Lilian, Ruth
Linker, Maurice
Linz, Barbara
Livingstone, Ruth
Lowbeer, John
Lowinger, Kitty
Luikens, Sylvia
Machet, Myrna
Magid, Ruth
Majer, Eva
Manoy, Robyn
Meister, Jack
Melkman, Anne
Mendel, Edith
Midalia, Karen
Milch, Leon
Milch, Sharon
Mill, Marilynne
Molnar, Michele
Moses, Suzanne
Nagy, Judith
Nash, Peter
Nash, Rita
Nathan, Ydele
Newhouse, Gloria
Nolan, Elliot
Novy, Helena
Opitz, Adrian
Orski, Miriam
Pearlman, Beatie
Pekar, Inna
Perl, Peter
Perry, Stephen
Pollak, Aana
Prager, Victor
Radford, Sam
Raichman, Libby
Raiz, Sonja
Reismann, Peter
Rev, Rose
Roberts, Sara
Rodger, Cassandra

Rosen, Jackie
Rosen, Noelleen
Rosenthal, Helene
Ross, Leora
Rossler, Peter
Roth, Charmaine
Sabag, Judith
Sachs, Merle
Schachat, Michael
Schaffer, Angela
Schneider, Ariane
Schneider, Suzie 
Seder, Vera
Shteinman, Diane
Shur, Michael
Simkins, Luke
Simmons, David
Slade, Anne
Slender, Kim
Solomon, Barbara
Solomon, Norma
Sonnenschein, Egon
Spiegel, Yvonne
Stefanatos, Paula
Stepan, Edith
Stern, Anna
Sternfeld, Elizabeth
Sternfeld, George
Stricker, Beate
Studencki, Helen
Summers, Sigrid
Symon, Avril
Symon, Joseph
Tegen-Anderson, 

Yasmin
Temple, John
Tischmann, Margot
Vaknin, Lee-El
Wagner, Peter
Wallhausen, Vicky
Warhaftig, Susan
Wasilewsky, Jacqui
Wechsler, Julie
Wecksler, Gloria
Weiss, Jackie
Weiss, Lotte

West, Carol
Whelan, Katie
Wilkenfeld, Betty
Wirth, Ruth
Wise, Mimi 
Wiseman, Juli
Wolff, Lilly
Wolfers, Howard
Young, Sam
Zaidel, Marlene
Zeman, Paula
Zettel, Rosanna
Ziegler, Mary
Zwi, Helga

Volunteers  
in memorium
Abadee, Warwick
Feldman, Charles
Gutman, Margaret
Jellinek, Gerty
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The new Permanent Holocaust Exhibition
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empowering them to meet their objectives.

We only implement industry accepted top tier
technologies to ensure the best possible solution:
•  Backup & Disaster Recovery & Business Continuity
•  Infrastructure Services: consultation, design. support
•  Telephony Services: Blackberry, Apple, VoIP, mobility
•  Support Services: support centre & system monitoring
•  •  Solutions Partners: Microsoft, Cisco, Citrix, VMware,
   HP, Storage Craft, Blackberry, Apple, TrendMicro,
   Symantec
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0416 248 150For hugs galore &
much, much more

• 6 months to 5 years
• Approved for Government 

Childcare Benefits
• Curriculum based 

on Early Years 
Learning Framework
‘Belonging, Being 
and Becoming’

• Fun, Jewish education 
programs every day

Now taking enrolments
To come and view 
our Centre contact

Leslie: 9300 0179
or Bernice: 0410 303 934
hugabub@bigpond.net.au

HUG-A-BUB
Bondi long daycare/preschool



126 Ramsgate Avenue, North Bondi 

9365 3622

Proud to support
the Sydney

Jewish Museum 

Great food
with views 

to match

Phone: 02 9792 2099
www.southernsteelgroup.com.au

Proud to be associated
with the

Chartered Accountants

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation

Clive Baskin  •  Michael Baskin  •  Deborah Clarke  •  Neville Cohen

“This time, be sure you select 
an accountant who adds value.”  

Level 14, Tower 2
101 Grafton Street 

Bondi Junction 2022
(Entrance cnr Grafton & Grosvenor Sts)

Tel: 02 9389 1600
Fax: 02 9389 4455
info@baskinclarke.com.au
www.baskinclarke.com.au



 
  

G .  T H O M A S  L O E W Y  FCA  B.CO M

M A R K  L I N D S A Y  CA  B.BU S

D AV I D  G L A S S  CA  B.BUS

R O M A N  G A R B U Z  CA  B.CO M

A N T H O N Y  S U  CA  M.CO M

JO S H U A  S T E I N  CA  M.COM  B.SC (I S) 

 

Liability limited by a Scheme approved under 
Professional Standards Legislation

Suite 3, 2A Mona Road
Darling Point, NSW 2027 Australia

Telephone 61 (2) 9362 3332
web@loewycp.com.au
www.loewycp.com.au

WHOLESALE DIAMOND DEALERS

Specialising in engagement rings 
and custom made jewellery

THE MARK OF SUPERIOR DIAMONDS

Call Robin: 02 9267 5409

Building & plumbing
contractors

KARNEYBENSON&

Justin Benson

0410 324 999



WE’VE GOT EVERYONE COVERED

Head Office: 240 Princes Hwy, Arncliffe NSW
P: 02 9562 1111. Visit lowes.com.au for your nearest store.

STALLION

AIR CONDITIONING

wishes 

the Sydney Jewish Museum 

a wonderful year and future

Congratulations to the SYDNEY Jewish museum
on opening the Holocaust exhibition. 

Our best wishes for continued success. 



YOU GET

■	 Latest B/W colour A3/A4 network  
 multifunction copier, printer and  
 scanner
■	 Print/scan from Apple and  
 Android devices
■	 Banner/poster printing
■	 Oversize spreadsheet printing
■	 10.1" fully customisable  
 touch screen

■	 Scan direct to Cloud Drop Box, 
 Google Drive Office 365,  
 Sales Force plus many more
■	 2,000 A4 mono prints per month   
 included

MP C2004
$39

PER WEEK

*
FROM

*Prices exclude GST and are payable by the customer. Based on a Camnet rent copy plan. Direct debit is mandatory and all payments 
must be made in a timely manor. Offer available to Camnet Finance approved customers only. Covers a 60-month term. Pictures 
illustrate fully optioned machines. Options available at extra cost.  Contact a Camnet representative for further details. 

Get the latest multifunction copier, printer  
and scanner from Camnet

Call 8252 6000 
Visit camnet.com.au

Camnet is an Australian 
owned company that  
provides solutions that  
drive change.  

We specialise in colour 
multifunction office printers, 
projectors, production 
print  solutions, document 
management systems and IT 
services. No matter the size of 
 your organisation, our services 
and solutions add value that 
goes beyond printing. 

 


 

Need advice to help 
your business grow?

  


 

Want to know how your
business can benefit from
cloud accounting?   

  

 
Find out more:  
T: 02  9884 7100
E: info@imagineaccounting.com.au
W: www.imagineaccounting.com.au     

 
 
 

Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

We are proud to have supported the
Jewish community for over 25 years. 

Suite 405–406, Level 4
55 Grafton St, Bondi Junction 2022

Phone: 02 9386 2422

With the compliments of
Robert and Ruth Magid



With
compliments

Eckowitz Family

GEORGE STEN & CO
Solicitors & Attorneys

Criminal Lawyers

C4/185 Elizabeth Street
Sydney  2000

Email georgesten@criminal-lawyer.com.au
Website www.criminal-lawyer.com.au

Tel 02 9261 8640
Fax 02 9262 7211

24hr Mob 0412 423 569

With compliments from

The Wolanski Foundation
and

Property Developers
& Investors

49-51 Creek Street, Glebe NSW 2037

PO Box 532, Broadway, NSW 2007

T: +61 2 911 0688  |  F: +61 92115510

E: info@denwol.com.au 

Buyers of Development sites,

Apartment blocks, Hotels, etc.

Best wishes to the

Ph: 02 8594 2222

www.stationerywholesalers.com.au

from the Kresner Family
SYDNEY JEWISH MUSEUM



AMAZE in TASTE
Tantalising the senses

 

No function 
is too big or too small!!

55 Doody Street, Alexandria
P: 02 8324 4500 | M: 0419 419 649

E: info@amazeintaste.com.au
Follow us on: Facebook  Instagram   

Level 18, Westfield Tower One

520 Oxford St, Bondi Junction

Phone: 02 8333 7700

www.goldmantravel.com.au

wishes continued success

to the Sydney Jewish Museum

in their 25th Anniversary year

 

Proudly supports the
important work of the

Sydney Jewish Museum

 Commercial Property Specialists
Management. Leasing. Sales

Adding Asset Value 

www.krulis.com.au
Ph: 02 9389 8100

Andrew Krulis, Director
0418 601 870

Has your property manager called you lately?
Call our agents today...

Celebrating 13 years in property 
in Potts Point and the surrounds

At SydneyLinks we believe in the importance of  
properly caring for investment properties for long 
term investment. Our experience in managing 
furnished property and property investment makes 
us a favourite among our clients

Simon Hohnen 
Sales Executive

0420 374 756

Trish Muljono 
Principal Agent

0404 893 883

Toby Little 
Property Management 

0420 374 745

www.sydneylinks.com.au



TIM COVENTRY
Authorised representative

ABN 22 002 566 743 . AFS Licence 234521 . AR 438548

timc@bib.com.au
Ph: 02 9934 9743

‘Local insurance knowledge
Global insurance expertise’

Brookvale Insurance Brokers
www.bib.com.au
54 Balgowlah Rd, Balgowlah 2093
Ph: 02 9934 9700

Specialising in

Property Development
and

Residential Aged Care

The KRESNER GROUP

Laurie & Margaret Kresner
Michael & Lauren Kresner

Proud supporters of the
Sydney Jewish Museum

Exceptional Service
Quality Jewellery

Experienced Merchants

Providing quality diamonds and jewellery
to Australia for over 50 years

With an extensive range of diamonds
and jewellery to suit your specific needs

Presented by expert, trusted diamond merchants
Susie Israel – Queen of Diamonds

By Appointment

Ph: 02 9233 2455

email: diamonds@gpisrael.com.au

www.gpisraeldiamonds.com.au 

 

Solicitors of Bondi Junction 

Congratulate the

on its achievements

Carl Reid
and

Ed Vesely



SPECIALISTS IN
MULTI GENERATIONAL

TRAVEL

Please ring our Travel Guru
MIRIAM ROSENMAN

Tel: 02 9371 8166
Email: miriam@rosebaytravel.com.au

Proud Supporters of
The SYDNEY JEWISH MUSEUM

Level 12, 139 Macquarie Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Telephone: 02 9240 1000
Fax: 02 9240 1099

Website: www.ashemorgan.com.au

proudly supports the

Do you… love meeting new people?  
have a flair for sales & gift of the gab?
The Sydney Jewish Museum  
is urgently seeking volunteers  
for its shop and admission areas.
The ideal volunteer will have:
• some proficiency with  

new technology & devices  
(or a willingness to learn)

• retail or sales experience

Join a friendly family of  
volunteers & staff devoted to  
promoting Jewish culture & history.

To join the Museum team please contact  
the Volunteer Manager: 02 9360 7999  
or email volunteer@sjm.com.au



A great celebration!

All honour 

to our beloved Museum

and the Museum family!

Rosie Block

Are proud to support

Sydney Jewish 
Museum

™

AND THE  
RYBA FAMILY

Importer and Distributor of Quality
Pumps, Tools and Hardware Products

SPECIALISTS
IN FINE ART & 

HOME CONTENTS
AUCTIONS

 
AUSTRALIA WIDE

SINCE 1997

More information at
www.charlestonsauctions.com.au

Mazal Tov 

to our beloved Museum

and Museum family.

Lucy & Stephen 

Chipkin



LANG GELLERT & CO
SOLICITORS & ATTORNEYS

 
wish the 

Sydney Jewish Museum
every success for the year ahead

9 Bronte Road, Bondi Junction NSW 2022
Phone: (02) 9389 7355 

Email: robert@langgellert.com.au
Web: www.langgellert.com.au

 
  

The Sydney Jewish Museum 
is an amazing establishment, 

educating the general community 
in the basics of Judaism, 

as well as being a cultural hub 
and a beacon against intolerance.

 It is unique in that students can hear 
a survivor’s experience as well as 

take away the powerful lesson to be 
ever vigilant against racism and 

xenophobia.

 As a volunteer guide 
I am very proud to be affiliated 

with this wonderful facility.

Anne Melkman

Anonymous
•

Gary & Roz Levin

Wishing the Museum

continued success.

JET INTERNATIONAL

10 Kelray Place, Asquith
p: 02 9476 6656 

e: sales@northsidepaper.com.au

congratulates
the Sydney Jewish Museum

on its achievements

phone: +61 2 9389 7150
email: sales@jetinternational.com.au

Suite 802B Waverley St, Bondi Junction NSW 2022

PO Box 459, Vaucluse NSW 2030

13 Leeds Street, Rhodes, NSW 2138 
PH 02 9743 0344 FAX 02 9743 0455
builders@gledhill.com.au

GLEDHILL
CONSTRUCTIONS 
PTY LTD
ESTABLISHED 1973  

QUALITY
BUILDERS
SERVING
SYDNEY FOR
OVER 30 YEARS

> COMMERCIAL > INDUSTRIAL 
> INSTITUTIONAL > HERITAGE



KOSMIN & ASSOCIATES
SOLICITORS

1st floor, Royal Arcade

401 New South Head Rd, Double Bay

Ph. 61 2 9327 2296

Karen & Jacques Kosmin
together with

Robyn & Gary Kosmin

congratulate the
Sydney Jewish Museum

on 25 years of service

to the community

Sam Young
and Family

&
Margot Tischmann

and Family  

are proud 

to support the

Sydney Jewish Museum

would like to congratulate 

the SYDNEY JEWISH MUSEUM

on its 25th Anniversary.

We wish you continued success.

Michael & Isabel Shur
and family



10 Kelray Place, Asquith
p: 02 9476 6656 

e: sales@northsidepaper.com.au

Café Gundel
698 Old South Head Road

Rose Bay North NSW
Phone: 9337 3111

Fax: 9337 4222

Trading hours
Wednesday to Sunday:

12pm–9.30pm

Monday & Tuesday: Closed

THE FIXOLOGIST
HANDYMAN SERIVCES

Prompt & efficient service 
at reasonable prices
We are very well known 
throughout the Eastern Suburbs

Contact Chani on 0411 506 200

NO JOB 
TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

Nick & Lilach
Weininger
and family

learn
laugh

Proudly supports the
Sydney Jewish Museum

Level 6, 72 Pitt Street
Sydney 2000
T 02 9221 8822
F 02 9221 5770

 

 
 

Lowy Wilcock & Co.
Chartered accountants

www.lowywilcock.com.au

Northside

10 Kelray Place, Asquith
p: 02 9476 6656 

e: sales@northsidepaper.com.au

Paper & Packing

•  Washroom services
•  Hospitality
•  Tissue paper wholesale
•  All your disposables for catering

We extend our best wishes

to the Museum family 

on this milestone 25th anniversary

Michael & Linda Jaku & family
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We are proud supporters 

of the Sydney Jewish Museum.

The Museum makes a unique and valuable 

contribution to Australian society 

and it is essential the Museum has the resources 

to prosper today and over the longer term.
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of the Sydney Jewish Museum.

The Museum makes a unique and valuable 

contribution to Australian society 

and it is essential the Museum has the resources 

to prosper today and over the longer term.
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